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It is neceſfarie to reforme the Churches of England, axed Ni- 
nifterie,and Ceremonies, 


_: 2. ' Fe the ace of 200. yeares after Chrif the Viſible Churches 
.. Pag-S7- whe eco et ww Dzoceſan wr Md-re but partt- 
cular ordinary Congregations only: and the Brſhops (as they 
were peculiarly called after the Apaitles) were only P ariſhio. 
wall not Dioceſan Biſhops, differing for other Paitars only 
#2 Prioritie of order not in Matoritie of rule. 


es of the New Teftaments p:aine & ſet forth 


_ 5 he -dinary Offices, 
CApoitles Prophetes Evangeliftes)) an ordinary forme 0 of 
6 FTA ſe dihen. | -| 
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4. The or dinary forvi forme of Church, 
vs tn the New T eftament. _- neceſſarily to t/ kept ſtill by 
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To'the high and rmighee Prince 
AAMES by the grace/or God King of 
England, Scotland, France; andTreland, 
Defender of the faith, &rc. Grace ana 

peace be multipliedin Chriif,, 

12 007 21 Or SEviewry,'.. | 4 
== [ht high, mightie,and gracious Sove- 
J } LID —_ 4 > ok fans —_—_ Maicſties 
5 N loyall & devoted Subiects who for: the lafe- 
: >= D ZE ic otourſoulcs delirezheReformati6 pf qur 


DE Churches I Gods word, do caſt 
$9 downe our (elves inthe true afteftion of our 


—__ heartes before your Royall preſence , whom 
we acknowledge to bethe nobleſt pillar of thei Gaſpell and the: 
greateſt hope Seeks propagation and eſtabliſhing thetreof-rthae 
15 in all Chriſtendom.” Beſecching your Hig hnes tocxtehd your 
| Kingly ayde and furtherance ynto ys; inour forelaid moſt neces 
' faric and iuſt deſire , with prote&ion, alſosowardaus innocen- p 
cics againſt the Oppreſſion'of ourAdverlaries ih thisgaulTheir 
Oppreſſons of vsare and haye ben many,oyery;grigyous, and of 
long continuance, For the which was 0) var knowen ; thas yours 
Majeſtic formerly hath ben touched with'a godly$54tndercom- 
milcration towards ys. As it is with all Fs 4 thankfulnes ac- 
knowledged(to,your immortall honor) by *a Reverend Father; M. 2 
one that heeretofore taſted therof,and now lately fleepeth inthe S 
Lord:The trath of God maintayned thenyisthe yery ſame which fries 
we now dutifully ſecke for .; Our.conſeiences.are-rather more mil. on Ec»: 
ccrtificd of the goodnes and necefſitie.of theſe Ordinances. of el 
God, by how much more tyme we have (ſpent ſfincetin examining 
and trying the Reaſons alleaged to and fro abgutthe ſame ../The 
great increaling alſo of Papitysanddibergineg; among vs: fitice 
this timc, aſlureth ys that the preſent Eccleſiaſticall Orders are 
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A efrcend 70 em: roche fyncericlsofthe Goſpel, Be: 
| ſidesthe maſt latdenrablediflentions and diverlitic © opinions 
in res of Religion ef _—_ ey where - mong the 

e(cofary to lovely Vnitic, which the Dioceſan B % 
en De rf 04h fruic. of their Office, and 6.4 
traryto that whidh/orherChurches rttufing chem and their Tra- 
ditions do ſweetly inioy) this animateth vs with all ducifull in- 
- deayourto fceke this Reſorraion aforeſaid ſo diyinely comen- 
ded vnto vs. Laſtly, we havc had it from your Maicltic very ofr, 
that whatſoever things in our Charches we can ſhew to be Con- 
trary to Gods word , (halbe by your gracious mcancs removed: 
and whatſoever (yer out of vic with, vs) may appeare by Gods 
word tobe Necelfary ; {hall be c{tabliſhed., May Folds our 
moſt gracious Majeſtic, letrhis word ſtand, We crave, we deſire 
nothing more. And lefle then this how'can we defire 2 Ihope it 
is ſhewed and declated comperently/ar the Treatiſe following 
chat rhemarters in queſtion wherewith'out conſciences are trou- 
bled;ars in'veby truth Cotitrary tro Gods Word, And heere we 
molt humbly beſtech your Majeſtic on 0ur bended knees te 
chibk of ysyootherwiſc.- The Lord is witnesto our foules,, we 
by or; thatoftitiecte conſcienceto God we ſeeke the right, and 
tefaſerh6 wrong; namely theſe Humane Traditions Ecclcliaſti- 
cxll :'and nor {asout Adverſaries ſuggeſt) of any contentious 
or peevith mind” There is no other rcafon'in the world movin 
v5 in This eatter, 'but becauſe we fee it with our eyes that all rack 
things are-dixeQly:Conrraty to Gods word; /and that Chriſtes 
owne Otdifianets which yerwe want arc neceſſary to be enjoyed 
forourfoultshealth.”Thyy are vaine words of men vnadviſcd, 
Þ \ yea of corrupt mindes, and ftudying to flatter, which ceaſe not 
--.-- tdinculeat (andfpecially in greateſt preſence)that theſe thinges 
ny are Indifferent,andarbitrary.”- I pray God it com notto paſle by 
kl.» ſuch rcaſonivg ; thatmany will hola all things indifferent like- 
—-- - - wiſe: indiffereritof what Religion they be : indifferent wherher 
 *' © ofany;orofnoReligion. 'Which conceits I feare' already ares 
entered in tothe hearts of many, yea of thouſands in England. 
But we beleeve (and the truth is) Gods word never knew any in- 
diffetency.ttr rh5rters of the Church or of Religion; wherein all 
161191333 211414 F things 
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4 or evill , neceflaric or vnlawfull. Our Adverſaries do 
! 


arply tif: yp againſt vs,and labour to charge vs with moſt odi- 


ous reproches and accuſations , chicfly laid out toyour Majeſtie 
and others necre you,* Where as they know well, rhar we com 
nothing (hort of themſclyes touching any duty to your Highnes 
Crowne and Dignitie.. And in aft<fion ro your perſon we 
haue ben before them all, yca then when it hath gon the harder 
with ys forit. Only in a point of Religion we diff from them, 
that we belceve Gods written Word ought to be our ſole warranc 
for all things Eccleſiaſtical}, and even fo namely for thoſe with 
vs now in controyerlie , if atall rhey be lawfull, Which poinr 
they viterly deny. And for this cauſe they cry out importunatly 
thatwe are Schiſmatikes. "There is no end of their ſpeeches and 
writings loading vs with this extreame injuric. Wherevnto 
though we hauc to long vicd more then patient filence, yer all- 
waycs we can notdo ſo. Wearetaught by a worthy ſaying of 
an aricient Divine ; 7# crimine Hereſeos neminem oportet eſſe pa- 
tientem, When any is accuſed of Hzrefie or Schifme,(as we are) 
he ought by no meanesto put ir yp in ſilence, bur to make his 
Lfolla:KnG, Wherefore I thought it needfull (being,though 
the mcancſt of my brethren , yer by Gods grace one of his ſer- 
yants in the Miniltery of the Goſpell , and being not only in ge- 
nerall , but alſo © in particular thus traduced by them) needfull 
therefore I thought it ro be to gine our ſom Reaſons of our faith 
and conſcience in this cauſe. Whereby our innocencie & ſound 
judgment heerein (through Gods bletfing) ſhalbe made mani- 
feſt, and our Adyerfarics chicfclt eyafions being raken away the 
eruth and neceſlity of this Reformation is more diſtin&ly and 
clcercly demonſtrated, | deny not(moſt noble Priner) but thar 
there be divers Brethren dcliring this Reformation, who yer 
affirme nor all that 1 afficme in this Treatiſe, or ſomething 
not fo wi - Neither are the Dioceſan Biſhops , nor their fol- 
lowers, all wholy of one mind, Yerttouching vs; I know we 
wholy agree inthe groiid of our defire; which'is the Sufficiency 
and perf<&tion of Gods word in whatſoeyer matters mccrely Ec- 
clſuaſticall, I fay , mecrely Ecclcliafticall. For in matters any 
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Gaſticall; as after further be ſhewed, God willing. And thus 


eycry ſobcr mindedman well conſidering the Reaſons heercaf- 
ter deduced from this ground ,, will (1 hope) in ſhott time nor 
Bello dee wich'vs, ee en le bs 
But now it. remayneth (Gracious Soveraigne) that I iintreate 
your Majeſtic , which in moſt low!y and humble mancr Ido, to 
pardon my boldnes. Firlt in gathering theſe Reaſons, 8 to ſuch 
a purpoſe as heere is ſignified, Second]y in preſenting them to 
your Highnes.. Thirdly in preſuming;heerein toalleage and cite 
ſome of your owne goulden ſentences. Your religious wiſedom 
calilic perccayeth that this purpoſe , beſide mine owne due de- 
fence; concerneth a moſt waightic and holy work: viz. the Re- 
formation of many and great diſorders (as we are perſwaded) in 
our Churches,which hitherto haue ben the proper cauſes of vn= 
keable hinderanceto the Golpell, and of alacoinic to infinir 


- Faithfull loyers thereof among vs. In which regard how gloti- 
' 0usa worke this will be and how acceptable to God, how hono- 


table for your ({clfc,and how neceſſary for vs,your Highnes(l am 
ſure)right well vnderſtandeth;and I hope by viewing theſe ſmall 
labours of minc you may ſomwhat more vndetſtand.. My deſire 
was to be bricf and plaine in ſo important a cauſe, Whetefore 1 
haue touched the pith of all in a few,namely in 4. Aſſertions for- 
tified with ſhort and clcere proofes. And to whom oughtI chicf- 
ly to offer them bur to your Highnes? C6lidering that you have 
willed vs to preaſe by patience and well grounded Reaſons to per- 
[wade all the ret to like of our indgements, or where we ſee better 
grounds on the other part to incline therevnto . Which by Gods 
grace we ſhalbe ready alwaycs to proven Conſidering alſo 
that yours is the Soveraign-power heere to give generall redreſſe 
- rotheſe our not only temporall, bur alſo ſpirituall grievances in 
our conſciences. And conſidering that you not oth know, but 
alſo cmbrace and profcſie molt religiouſly the ſame maine Prin- 
Ciplc of our faith and ground of this per walion of our Conſci- 
ences which we reſt ypon: viz. T be holy Scriptures abſol[ut per- 
feltion in matters EcclefiaFticall. Laſtly, conſidering, how you 
dom 
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haye eſtabliſhed the Churches inyour Maiefties othet King 
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{Scat dinyc 11 lari es of erſer and Guernſey, LCCOL- 
dingly already. Therefore have Tben bolde in all duty to' offer 
thelc Reaſonsto your Maicſtic, as to one whom they principally 
concerne. Where alſo we do all beſeech you to ſuffer theſe words 
of exhortation. Be ſtrong jn the Lord, and looſe nor the things 
which you haye don. Yea proceed, and do this noble work a- 
mong vs alſo. The Lorde is with you, while you be with him. 
When you follow cloſe his wayes, your very cnemics ſhalbe at 
peace with you. Ir ſhalbe caſierodoir. To your people gene- 
rally it wilbe moſt acceptable,” as a thing looked for before : 
ro all neighbour Proteſtant Countreys ioyfull , as whercin we 
ſhalbe all ncerer linked rogeather,) To be ſhort,every way it ſhall 
bring more Honor and lcilſe inconyentence to your eftare, then 
perhaps you may ſuppoſe. Finally,Gracious Soyeraigne,as tou- 
ching my preſumprion in medling with your writings and ap- 
plying them to this purpoſe, I can ſay nothing, but only ſabmir 
my-ſclfe to your wiſe,verruclidiguld religious conſideration. Sure 
I am,when we your loyall and faithfull Subictts did firſt keand 
read the fame, it was r i greateſt ioy and comfort to our hearres - 
that could come vnto vs. Andt I could not bur give ſom 
notice thereof, alwaycs inthe moſtUurifall & obedicnt affeQtion 
of my heart that I canexprefſe. The Lord Iefus in mercy blefſe 
your Maieſtic for ever, & preſerve your preciousſoule from flat- 
tcry and falſhood., AMEN. 


Your Maieſties hamble,obedi- 


ent, and faithfull Subiect HENRY 


F ACOB, a Miniſter of Gods 
word. By 


Colimns Imperatorem vt hominem# Deo feewnduns, 
& ſols Deo minorem», Termall.ad Scapul, 
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PASTA onccellirietobereformed. | 
Si ws Ba But with vs in England there are 


Uo divers Ceremonies Contrarie to Gods word; 


all Chriſtians,to the ſame very effect and purpaſe alſo;asit 


, wherehe ſaith;*T hou ſhalt nat haue anyother Gods beforeme, 


the firſthe forbiddeth whatſoever Divine or Godly ho- 


_ or given ynto any thing befide vnto God himſclfe. But 
'*heere heforbiddeth I'M 
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CM e 1. Aflerton. 
It is ntceſſarie to reforme the Churches of England, | 
their Mimieri, and Cerembitjes. on | 


A general Argument. - 
REY Ll things Contrarie to Gods wotdought 


= Formes of ſome reputed viſible Chur- 


"41 My ches , viz. viing Church-government, 
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— their proper Muniſteries or Offices; atd 


Therefore with vs in England it is neceſlarie to reforme 
phe Churches, their Miniſterie,and Ceremonies, 


T be Aſſumption is providin' 8, Reaſons, * 
Irſt, we hane the ». Commandement in theDeca- = 
logue;* Thou ſhalt xot make to thy ſelſe any image 0r Ukenes » pxed.2m, 


© of anything. T hou ſhalt not bow downe 1028 hy — 2 4:5, 
it. Which isa Pp - etuall and yniverſall Law now for 


was heeretofore vnto the Iewes.. Where we muſt note, 


that God forbiddeth not the ſame Idoll-worſhip heere, 
which is forbidden, properly inthe x,Commangdement, 


This heere forbidden is an. other. kind of idolattic. In yorſ; Þ y 


canes beigg Hamane Inuions, * ver 4454 2 
Þ whereby $ 
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Ss - Il Nicrgfinre mh, 
- »Enernus Namely all Outward meanes, which wecall Gods * Out- 
 DeiCuku; ward WorſhiporSavice. Yet confideralwaycs that in 
| Eeu9% this Commandernet.ſuch Qutwardmeancs of honoring 
. Godarenotdenyedto mens difcretio as are Civill,cither 
____.._ meerelyormixtly, Butonly ſuchare heere denyed as are 
#4 meectely Eeclefiaſticall things ;andſerueſimply to the ex- 
erciſe of Religion. Asall Bedefaſticall tit AiFions Mimi- 
 fleries,ghp Fornnes of Viſible Churches whichbeinetas itwere) 
lenſibleimages ſerving imply tor religtous orEcclefiaſtt- 
_, callvſcs;,and being meerely the inventions of men, muſt 
needs by this Commandement be all amply volawfull. 
-*  Or,in Gods Qutward worſhip this Commanderent gi- 
> veth leaveto mens diſcretion & wiſedom only touchin 
 meete Circumſtances, whichare nothing els bi Occal? 
© onaltor Accidentall things therein.” And theſe Occaſio- 
nall Cireumſtances or Accidents arcalwayecs ſuch Parti- 
culars;aswhoſeGenerallsarecither Ciyill,orNaturall,or 
Writtenin the word. Iſay, theſe Particulars only (not- 
EE: 2 withſtiding this Commandement)are permitted to men 
* x EN coir t'cnpy aging ae theirdiſcretion. In this 
++ rextthenthereare 0) ipnbrntg e AE The matter. 
2 TheAtithor: Ns heteſpectduefrom vs vnto the miat- 
ter heere*contained.' The thier is the whole ſpiritual 
Meanes of worſhipping thetrue God. And namely the 
Ourward ſpirituall meanes; thatis,Gods,Viſible Charch, 
his Miniſtery'; his whole tr vard Worſhip and Service. 
2. The Authof of allthis is preciſely determined. viz, God: 
him(elfe, andho Man: 3:Such Invetitions of men muſt 
hauefrom Gods people nb reverence: but Gods owne 
ordinatices' muſt; And this this 2!" Cornimandement 
i rt panenſE8P")" Tees 44 ably 6 t, my 6 IT 
3:10 : .4< 
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| Ravorut Orn Cirvfxcenis. 1 
! 'Tothis effeclikewiſe tremany other places of Scrip- 
ture; excellent expoſitions/ and; interpretations of this 
maine Commaundemert. As ,*Whaiſoever 1 commannd *De1: ya 
you,tuke heed that you do it: thou ſhalt pat nothing thereto, nor 
take ouzht thereſrom. *T his is the way walkeye init: turne n10t 
to the right hande wor tote left. *T he'Lap of the Lordzs per- 
feet. F 1 hate vaine inventions, 644 thy lawe doe 1 love. TW | _ oy 
ſhall have fringes, that when ye looke wpon them ge may remens- 13; 
ber all the commandements of the Lord,and do theme : and that __ "1 
yee ſecke not afier your onne heart, nor after your owne eyes, after 
the which ye go « whorim * Every plant that my heavenly fa- | * 
ther hath not planted, ſlalbe reoted vp. ** The whole Scripture , -"g ons. 
#s given by inſpiration f Ged, making the man of God perfect © 6.208 TY 
unto every good worke,”* The boly Ghoft ſhall lead you into all « 1g4.36.19-; 
trueth. No ma addets any thing to a mans Teftament : rrach _— 
leſſe may we addeyito Chriſtes Teſtament . Which-is **-3"% 
only the holy Scrigeures of the Apoſtles, and nothingels. = 
in the world. Laſtly,* MHarke ther which make ſchiſmes and» yom.1s; 
offenſes ©* Beſides thetatrine which you axe learned ang avoid... ©7-3. 
them. For ſuch ſeruenot the Lord leſs Chriftge: With ma- Gali... 
nic other mo places to the fame purpoſe. | 4,Cor,z.te 
Our of all whch this doctrine remaineth cleare/and 
firme, that all Hanan inventions, or Funritten Trad:tions 
EccleſiaHicall are livettly contrarieto Gods wootd.: Yea 
being but Beſiae the Scripture, they are flatly contrarie to 
it in theſe places And therfore Gods owne word(which 
 tonlythe a, 1s as was beforenoted)ought to 
be religiouſlic teleeved, and held:to be for vs as-a moſt 
perfetand abÞlute demionſtration of EC: 
evcrbcing proverlic and: ſimplie Eccleſiaſticall or religi- 
ous. Which ws the ſpeciallendand vſe they were given 
tor, As likewſe they at FN oven * 
pl 


* [{a.3@.21 


, £48 LS+ I : - 4 FER at p 
Re "uy . K Lf wr RB —_ 
#5 ah 
OY © pa : 
£ ON d "2 
V Up te Na aafahe Ta : 
- he - 
_ % $4 erfea 
_ : «ff " 


ever firice God'did 


| } 05 {From which gropndes & 
OOPS of Gods worde”thus declared, we will 
Jr now-conclude wie Poe near won 

b 484br a, Pwehave Divcefan and Provinciall Churches viing 
. t,& Miniſtcries orOfficesproperto them, 
F \>gir : » © andalſo Ceremonies (that is,Rites)now in controver- 


"fr » ſie; all which are Inventions & Traditions vtterly with- 
| Traditions. ,, ue theSeriptare; then we haye ſane reputed Churches 
” as touching their outward vihibletorne, and muniſterirs, 


_ » and Ceremonies,contrarie to God worde. 
he » © Butwe haueDioccla & Provinciall Churches vſing 
vernment, their properOflices, nz. the Provinciall & 
25 Diocean* ommiſſon, Prounciattand Dioceſan 


Biſhops, alſo 0996-27 Hee Ceremonies which 


T5 al ror vnvritten Tradiions,no'wayes con- 
» en beſide the Scriptere. 

SIO oy hereforetheyare contrerie to-theſe places of Gods 
b wh hrs = = Arg as PAI evill, & of necefitiethe other; viz. 
Econ, Tahir Englarid ought to bee reformed, 


= t LE” road Wig decredofcdventall 

Now], © 'Whereitisfirſtto be noted, 
K. - -marters REC es;yhich may.or can 
dSelawfullar erbtainecin the Scripture, 
ceither nw ths or by neceffarie conſequence; 'Other- 
= Ardoavats vv core 66 HumaeInyentions bc | 
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T raditions;contrarieto:the'$ 
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-aVi afbleOtineh(chacky ch ifinduelwith power of 
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EY de, _ TR Mlowedandbe. 
lieva tobeatrue _= y . For wha.is 


| tt, thatcanorever could make 
be a Viſible Church;bur Chriſt onely'? Some ah C- 
fteemethe Vniycrlal nomber af profeſſed Chri 
the world to be onevifible Thurch, calling ir the Las 
like 6rVniverſal viſible Church: And the Catboltkes taking 
holde hereof, do conclude thar likewiſe there is & ought 
tobe one Catholike and yniverlallgovernement Eccleſi- 
aſticaltvnto which all other Churches and their govern- 
merits ithuſt be ſubordinare. Butin Gods worde there is 
no ſuch viſible Church nor governement anic whereto 
be e's This is meerly deviſed by the witte and will 
of men:*Apgaine men cſteemea whole Nation profeſſing 
the Golp *F 
National = urch.LikewiſeaProvince a Provincial church: 
andaDioceſea Dioceſan Church. Butngne of theſelike- 
wiſecanbefound1 in thewhole new Teſtamatof( Chriſt. 
Only a Partifular or diviary conftant Congregation of, Chri- 
ſtans in Chriſtes Teſtament. is whe." and reckoned 
to bea viſible Church; And therefore dx ſtandeth the ches 
caſe now heere with i oghyodatl dſo weought 
peer ove That ark, ny re clearelie ap- 
A © Ft0 fert downe this 
bots EO ore ollowing, ih Mie divers and ſundrie 
ſenſes of 2Churthinthe * New'Teſtamentareplainlie& 
 diſtintlie ſhewed..And y<rition eof the 4. forenamed vi- 


MIC CHER (813fte do repltc them)are any where 


thereto be found. hat 
world derone ——_ | 


OHLEY 
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ſocietic. of people to 


tobe. one viſible Church, and they allit a - 
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Viſible 


Chuckey, 


* We ſpeak 
not of the 
leves vifur-" 
che vnder } 
Law,which 
wee knowe 
was Nazioz. 
nafl & oply 


one in the 


ich were Figures and are ceaſed. Such alſo was that Ons 
.& 4. which was yet nevertchelcs bur one particular Aſſembly 
ſo acere as ſuch a multitude could be, Exod 19 11 &c. 
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feng rt a3 Inthe next aid netiell pro, foe is fo10e ccrrane 
s. 130 portion bar) bc «rartt- 
Originall cull yſe thereof. | cular Conere- 
; Thus is a Parcicular Vilible ? gation in ſome 
4 Ordnary of |-certaine parricw 
A | Chriſtians mecting for ecli- he lace which 
. | gious &'Ecclefiaftical] aQi- y go vn- 
1 wo Eccleſis [ Cc only eve Vitble Chak a6 conſu with 
Elma 6-416 in j new oy rue Vi rata and obey. 
mane "bu [ $6 the Spiritual power of 'or- | Indefinitlie; 
taken, perly \ der & government in it ſelfe | where is vuder- 
/ | © [ ordinarily. The Mi- WET oe 
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fare in no-wiſe tis fuch;a 


epjal, or —- hu | s "Only a conan ordinaric 
y atrue viſt ble Ghurch of Chnit.., 


Moreover heereby it appeareth;anditis -likewile tobe wo? tk; [ 
noted: thatthe naturcand office of a Biſhop alſo ignotof | 


one maner, butofdivers.. It is asthe former word Church 
_ very ambiguous, and muſt be lkewilc necellarily;diſtia- ., 


on ordinary Congregation only. Such are all the Bi- 
pes mentioned any where in the New Teſtament, 
ans alſo-in \vriters; within-the: ſpace of 299, yeares. ater 
Chriſt 2. ADiocelanTitular Bilbop, who was Bi 
ofa Dioceſein titleand in name only, | in Eccleſiaſti 
governement having no more power then any other c6- 
mon Paſtor, - He differed not inany ena partof the 


ordinary Paſtorall Office, but was only Preſident or Mo- | 


derator coſtantly (yet by his fellow Paſtors free conſent) 
over the Paſtors of a Dioceſe. Such perhaps firſt of all 
was Inlianss the tenth Biſhop of peL-A 94 In whoſe 


time fit{ſt * mention is made that there were divers:Chur- 


ches iff that Cirie, and he Biſhopof theme- The firſtſorte*, ++1,..3 
of theſe Biſhops we wholy wedip The ſecondwe donot -'=! 


ply deny. They werenot muchvnliketg the Biſhops 
now-lately appointed in Scotland. '3, There is a Diocc- 


| ordinarie Paſtors; (( thought: por not any'fole 
power) to-rule inhis.Dioccle./It may” DE this bcgan at 


Alexam- 


Iat 091 eathofily, | A f | 
renal ger 


any NattonallorPro- © 
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Cingre eodtianis ie ref J era aLoarRevs properly | | 


Rn” ©) 
guiſhed., Six ſortes of Biſhops: have ben and are;kngwn, E Gy = 
mn the world. 1, A Pariſhionall Biſhop, who'isa Paſtorof 


Sopang Pihep, He had more ooh er then any ot the | 
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= "s em encore arent began 
Hi «c another. Prioritic of order/in'od) Biſhop over a Pariſh 
(that is one refet 'compleat Congregation) feemeth 
| i Xothauc coritimited'e from Markt vnito _ 
2.Diocefar, 'Oyer a Dioce(e from 1aliawict to/Heracles inclifively : 
_3-Maoriie (hen Maioritic of ruling in the Dioceſe to haue — 
A with Dionyſiss the next Succelſorafrer. Nothing letteth 
bes wy 'ys but thar this We! robably thinke : Secing thus 
>  * *Eiſebius and Teronds relation hall well agree.” How ſocver 
-trwas, this is certaime, thatneitherthe onenorthe other 
4. - Was knowne before theſe times heere expreſſed. ' 4.'A 
"DiocefanLotdBiſhop'washe; who ruled ordinarilic in 
WED o£ his Dioeeſeby hisſ6 Powef t. This ewypfromthefot- 
E ' merbylitleand litle. But itffec notto have ben eſta- 
-bliſhedin/Ambroſe, Terorne; 8 Auguſtines time: though 
po oem. (we doubtnotyit tooke place oyerthe Chur- 


: . 7 


| Fo ches.” 5/APatriarchalt: Biſhop : 7 and were fhyſt 4+ in 

| . OF which number ,viz. at Rome Antioch, * Jeruſalem ,' Alexandria. 
: | - Arcbites 'T} by mens: Yohintarie regarding theBiſhops 
berec--6f thoſe prineipalt Cities aboue other, ſometime before 


8947. 
$ * "Toa oface, he) Nicene Councdl. But = were by an ordinance 
3 a i. not Lords werthe Chikichies: Nan w Iokfive/! In 

$0 | -the ir{tCyineell of Conſtantinople, an otherPatriarch was 
MARY among) at Ton e. wer Catholike or wn 
| aBovitacus” V ſhop began'at Rome, ut 600. yeares' 
ji Ohm.; Rl ami ob} Hy & Wd InboEh. 
l E- E- "lings,and was OFTEN ,till one ages after. 
18 | Now 
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Nowall theſe latter;thar is, the 3.4.5.8 6. ſort, artatleaſt 
Beſides the Scriptures : yea they are cleane Contrarie— to 
- thefirſt which hathplaceandallowancein the Scripture. 
| And therefore theſeare plainlie contrary to Gods word, 8& 
viterlie vnlawfull. Wherefore alſo the © comonaccompts , Aineme- 
and Catalogues of the fucceſſion of Biſhops from the D. silſons 
Apoſtles times to our dayes are very deceiptfulland falſe, MerPer- 8 
When as al theſe are called by one name indifferently Bz- pag. 269, 
ſhops without diſtin&tion, yer their Offices are exceeding k 
divers and no way like. Yea theſclater dirc&lie contrarie 
to the firſt, as hath ben ſaid. 
Againſt this it is *obiced,that Timothy and Titns were * D:Bilfon! | 
properly Droceſan rulmg Biſhops. Yeaſuch as wee call Lord qQtem pa.” 
Biſhops, that is, vſing * Be authoritie: and had charge of 299-3006 
mo particular Churches then one. Which isto be in deed ag 23a.” * 
a Dioceſan Biſhop. But they and their Offices are founde bus. 
in the «Scripture: viz. To ordeine Paſtors in divers Chur- ©» Tim. 3. 


| Ti 
ches.and to cenſure them,&c. a E Tix. 


' Tanhwere, the very Apoitles did not *make Miniſters 3-, . 
nor Cenſure by their ſole and ſingle Authoritic, butever- :;.& :.15, 
morein the preſence and with ſome liking of that particy- 23;X<-$:3- 
lrChurch whom it concerned. Therefore muchleſſedid \;wvae: 
Timothie or Titus {ch matters ſolely and ſingly,who were 5% 
lowerthen Apoſtles. And therefore they were no Lord 
Miniſters certainelie., Further it is vntrue, they were no . 
proper Biſhops at all: neither Dioceſan, nor any other. For. *2->Þs. 
allproper Bxhoppes were © affixed to certaine places and _ 
certainecharges where they were to ſerveand *attend (in ,, ,o.x 
purpoſe) continually. But Timethie and Titus were never 1 Per « 2: 
affixed to one certaine charge. For they(like the Apoſtles) ae 
intended nota conſtant contituancein a place,butaftera 
time of their aboade in'phe Nation, tranſlated both their - 

THONGS. 4 C pro- 


Rn ron Qvx Cuynenns 
.: Tenfiver, The Papiſts do hold their Eccleſiaſtical Tra, 
Vitionsor Ritcs tobe meerclic indifferent in their nature, 
andto: be neceſſarie onelie as the Church commaundeth --+ 
then; This is manifeſt by D, Stapleton laying :; * Ommes vi- 
&ent in corum | Rituum Eccleſiaiticorum ] wſu nullem neceſsita- 
$erm poni, ſed libert aſſumi vel non aſſumi : modo «b/i# contem- 
pus,qui non in Ceremoniam ſed in Eccleſia prepoſitos, qui cam 
snflituerunt, imo in Chriitum cadit dicente ad illos Chriito, © us 
©05 ſpernit me (permit, Alſo by the Rhemes Teftament, ſaying: 
« Neither fleſh nor fiſh of it ſelfe doth defile, bus the breach of the 
Charches precept defileth. Likewile writeth Bellarmine in his 
diſcourſe of. their Chnrch-Ceremonies.Butyetnotwith- x, 
ſtanding every good Chriſtian knoweth well, that their 
"Traditions are plainly ſuperſtitious and vnlawtfull, How 
[then ſhall not ours alſo be the like 2 What are ours better 
[then theirs © Further, though CorcumXHancer be indifferent 
and may be chaunged by men, yet Formes of Churches axe 
not ſo; nor the Church Mintiteries, nor Ceremonies, nor (ina _ 
word) any Traditions Eccieſiaitrcall, whereof our former 
| Reaſon wholy intreateth. We denic not then but thatin 
Ecclefiaſticall ations the meere Circumſticesarein fome —_ 
ſort indifferent, thartis,not neceſfaric tobedeterminedby «© * 
Scripture. But theſe trucly arenotto be called Eccleftaſti- © 7.5» 
. call Traditions. Wherefore we muſt know thatthereisa - © + * 
tdifference betweene T radutions & Circum#ances, Be- 
_ tides Gods Ordinances ſpecified in Scripture,thereare 2. ' 
.other kindes of lawfull hinge in the. adminiſtration. of 
Church matters. i. Naturall Neceſlities, 2. Properand 
, meere Circumſtances. Naturall Neceſlities, are A eo | 
T imes,Places,cc. Proper & meere Circumſtances (which Ninn 
 . onclyarc indiffcrent in Church ations) are Accidentall «it 
Weng whcrat cre ROBOT IREITINY OFINRY om. 
7 "C3 nog 
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;  notbevſed,. They areofa.ſortes, either Civil or 0ct/l0- 
++... wall, TheCivill Circumſtancesareſuch as though they be 
| To this' do vied in Church actions, yet even there they unport only 
| onooge. 2 andimcerclya Civill vie. Which we ſhall caſilie diſcerne 
Colin thus: vizawhen the ſame things inthe ſame manerare vicd 
anPceY. afoinations meerely Civill at. other times and'places. 
png 3+. Such were Chriſtes *Waſbing the Diſciples teet,the © Love 
5.1. AFfeaits,&*Kiſcingsin the Church meetings of old. The ma- 
Row. 16, neratthis.day.atthe French Preaching covered. T o come 18 
"36. the Charch in this orthat decentand comely common app a- 
- -- rel Acommodiaus &diſtint Houſe torGods Service,Sc. 
'* 2», Occaſional{Circumſtances are ſuch particulars as ſome ſpe- 
cial occaſion requirethand moverh vs vnto, namely when 
the Generall things are either viuall in Civill cuſtome, or 
by Gods owne ordinance in Nature,or in theWord writ- 
ten. As ſuch or ſach Places, Times,Perlons, Things. Name- 
lieto.come together in Synagogues,or Temples. To vic Pues, 
"M:t.:6, Or Pwipits, &c. To Pray Kneeling, orProftrate.Tocateand 
"23. _ drinkeattheL. Table leaning, or ſitting, cc. Inthe ©Eve- 
 Anv20-7 ning,orat* Midnight. To Baptize in © Rivers, Allo the A- 
15s. FPoltles viing of ſome * Iewiſh Ceremonies among the 
of a vnconverted lewes awhile after Chriſtes death. Their «let. 
| «Ads 6.3, ting the pcople to nominate their Miniſters. Churches 
4 ** more or leſſe populous;&c. Theſe and ſuch like wee doubt 
not, are 4n Ecclefiaſticall actions in ſome forte Indifſerent. 
I meanetheyare changeable, and either can not or ought 
not to beperperuall : neither need they to bedetermined 
10 Scripture. Althoughyet in their vie they are not to be 
| reckoned{q indifferent, butthat they oughtneceſſlarily ts 
-----, beruledbythegeneralt rules of Diſcretion and Charntie. 
>= » /Namelytharinallofthem Comelincſſe, Edification, the 


Ru vornwuy Oran Chvnicuss. 13 
Thus then let it be noted; that weaffirmein Eccleftaſticall 
actions no other thing at all beſide theſe is or.can be ante 
wayindifferent by any mcanes. Buttouching ourforena- 
med Ecclefiaſticall ynwritte Traditions (whether Formes 
of Viſible Churches, Miniſteries,or Ceremonies)theyare 
of noſuchnature,as thoſe things beforenamed either Na- 
tirall neceffities, or proper Circumſtances are. Theyare 
no way like toany Zed of them . Wherefore though Cir- 
cumſtances be indifferent,yet mens Traditions in Religio 
cati notbe. Neither did theſe thinges ſtande otherwiſe a- 
mong the Iewes vnder the Law.Sothatitremaineth ſure, 
that all Church-Traditions without Gods word (& ther- 


fore all invented formes of Viſible Churches viing 50 : 


yernement,offices of MiniſterieandCeremontes) are 
plicevill and vnlawfull; and therefore of neceſſitie ought 
ro be reformed. | 

Yet ſome will reply and ſay,If men may inſtitute Tem- 
ples or places meerely Ecclefiaſticall, why notalſo Gar- 
ments meerely Eccleſiaſticall, &c 

Touching Temples I aunſivere : They are eſteemed 
meerely Ecclefiafticall or Religious places, becauſe things 
meerely Eccleſtaſticall or Religious are done in them. 
Howbeitthetruethis, their proper and principall vſe-is 
partlie Naturall and partlie Civill. Iris neceſſane in Na- 


ture for Church-Afſemblics to bee in a place. Ir is Civilt 


(namelie when peace & proſperitic is) to have acommo- 
dious acomely and a diſtin Houſe for the publike exer- 
ciſes of Gods worſhip. Which very thing is in Civilitieno 
lefſe requiſite for the publike grave actions of the Comon 

- Wealth alſo, Sothatatrhe moſt, a Temple appointed by 
men can not truelic beaceoumpted a thing meerely, but 
mixtly Eccleſiafticall. And{othis Humane inſtitution we 
c&nowledge is lawtull cven for Religious affaires , when 
G8 there 


None of j 
things in c& 
troverlie are 
indifferent; - 
neither a 


re 
Cirrnſtan | 


ces, 
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ou no further vic therof atall. That v6 it be my 
as Religious meerely, nor in the proper and. principall vic 
thereof. As the Saab with 4 lei an Eca iaſticall 
Rite ::whichthe Temple can not be..It is meerely & ſim. 
ply Eccleſiaſticall. There is no reſpe& had: to Ciilitie in 
it: conſidering thatit ſerveth never in any Civill buſineſſe 
nor place,but it is onely in and for. the Church & Church 
actions. Much lefſe is there for it any Naturallneccſlitic. 
Beſide, the Preface of the Comon-prayer-booke maketh 
it to have (with the reſt of the Ceremonies) « /pectall frem:- 
fication in Gods worſhip.Even as the Papiſts do allo vie it; 
fro whom immediatly we have reccaved the ſame. Wher. 
foredoubrles ſuch preſcript garmets meerly Eccleſiaſtical 
being Humane Inventions,arc ſimply vnlawfull:although 
Temples for Gods Servicebe not 1o. Moreover we have 
toan{wereto this and ſuch like matters obiected to vs, in 
-t1. thiswiſe. Such * places of Scripture as doe commaund 
. Church-Aſſemblics and thepublikeWorſhip of God,the 
{ame doallo by neceflaric conſequence (in ume otpeace) 
commaund ſome commodious and diſtin&t Houſes for 
them. But no Scripture by any neceſfarie conſequence 
commaundeth any diltintand meere Eccleſiaſticall Gar- 
ment atany ſca{on, Therefore thele things can not be co. 
pared norlikened togeather, They are not both things in- 
different alike. Nay, the one is by Gods word neceſſarie, 
the other vnlawfull. _ 
| ...Some thinkthattheappointing ofthe Ahar in*Toſhua, 
| ones; OftheFeaſtot © Purim,and Davids ordayning "Singers 
 *Heſty. CHnuſiciaxsin the Temple, do prove that all religious mar- 
n --—— was ters invented and inſtituted by men,are not vnlavfull. 

| 1.  Tanſwere, Howloeverthey who appointed and ſete vp 
that 447 in loſhua nighthavedeviled ſome Peng 
£1 | UC 
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leffeſcatidalousthen the forme of an Altar, whiche yer 
mightas well have ſeryedro thevſethey madeitforas the 
Altar did or could doe. Nevertheles this Altar was truelie 
no more but a civiltMonumentor Signeas being viedno' 
 wayinanyEcclefiaſticallor Religions action of worſhip- 
ping God, butſer ypasa ſpectacle only in the open fields 
or by the river fide,though ir ſerved fora token that the 2. 
Tribes anda halte hada yt with the reſt of Iſraell;andir 
the worſhip of their God . Not vnlike it might be tothis; 
if the States of the low Cointries ſhould commaundeve- 
ric inhabitant (being no Anabapriſt) in that Countrey to. 
wearea litlc Dagger on their garmentes,toſherv that _ q 
beleeve Magiſtracie and the vie of weapons tobelawfull. 
Oras perhappes the Signe of the Croſle was vied by the 
Ancient Chriſtians dwelling amog Heathens, toletthem 
fee they were not aſhamed of Chriſt crucified, All thele . - 
are cleerely Civill, and therefore ( wee acknowledge) itt 
mens poweritis ro ordayne or abrogate them , As for the 
Feaſt of Purims,thatappeatreth no where in the text to have 
bene a Religious Feat or] Holy day. But onely a day of 
Civill vic K7Y viz, of reioycing,of making merry, of ſen- 
ding preſentes to friends, and giftes to the poore. As may 
appeare Heſt.9. 22. Yet ifany contendethatitwas a Holy 
day for folemne Thankes-grving & worſhippingof God 
in memorie of the rare deliverance of the Tewes from Ha- 
mans malice : Though this "PPcare not, yet wee may an- 
ſwere,neither can anie man diſprove it, that Mordecai the 
Tewe (the * Authour of this inſtitution) was aP 
God and Authour allo of this booke of Heſter. $o that 
then he ordained this conſtant Holy-day,not by humane 
diſcretion,but by Divineauthoritie. Even as David did 
mititute the ſinging-Levites with Inftrumentes of Muftke 
, in 


het of » yers 2145: 
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- inthe Temple. The *text (as it were of purpole) meeting 


with this obieCtion, importeth that David neither did nor 

might dotheſe things by his Kinglie powet, nor Dy anie 

icretion Humane, butonly by Propheticall authoritje 
through Gods own commaundement.- Where iris tobe 
noted;that by vrging Gods abſolute 8 all ſufficient Lawe 
for matters Eccleſiaſticall, wee do not reſtraine nor binde 
God;butonly vs Men from adding of any thing in the ex- 
ercile of Gods worſhip beſides - which hee him ſelfc 
hath inſtiruted and ſealed vp in his Teſtament. 

; Itwill beagaine replied, This is true in deed, God hath 
given vs in his word this ſufficiencie for all Ecclcſiaſticall 
or Religious matters neceſſarie to ſalvation: but not tor 
all Ecclefiaſticall matters what ſoever. 

-. Thisis afrivolous exception, and moft falſe. For firſt, 
divers ofour preſent matters controyerted are neceſſaric 


"enough. They can not be thus reiected as thinges not ne- 
*ceſſane:+yiz. the onely true Forme and Conſtitution of 


Chriſts Viſible Churches, with their due Miniſteries pro- 
portionedto them. According to Gods ordinarie diſpen-, 
ſation of grace by his worde, there is even Neceſline to 
enioy theſe (Gods own)Ordinances and to bee free from 
all Traditions of men,eſpecially ſuch as are cotrarie to his, 
Touching otherthings , which feemeſinaller and ofleſſe 
importance, as ſome eſteeme the Rites & Ceremonies to 
bein Gods worſhip. I anſwere:our Argument before laid 
downe generally includeth all meere Ecclefiaſtical or Re- 


ligious things. I fay, All. And where All is, included, No- 
thing is , Wherefore we ſtill afirme and profeſle 
thatall lawfyll Eccleſiaſticall Rites whatſoever are con- 


tained now in the Scriptures ofthe New Teſtament,and 
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thatwe muſtnot et how the wilfull main aynir £ of -, 
ſmall thinges Ms becommeth'a great” and yi us 
finne, wherevnto is duc a fearfull puniſhment. As may be 
ſcene in him who * with a high hanide did but gather a 
few ſtickes on the Sabbath day. -. Yoo. 
Nothwithſtanding all this, yet itſemeth to: many that 
theſe externall things Eccleſiaſtical arenot matters of Do- 
Qrine, nor of Faith,&c. And therefore may bee lawfull, 
though they be not contayned in the Scripture, I an- 
ſwere, They areall truly & properly matters of Doctrine, 
of Faith, andof Religion.appertayning tothe 1. Table & 
2, Commaundement in the Decalogue,8& to many other 
places of Scripture, as before hath bene ſhewed. It is the 
error ol men not knowing the holy Scriptures proper and 
full vſe, or tyue extent, when any do thinke ſuch Eccleſia» 
ſticall things as theſe heere controvertedare not cotained 
in the Scripture,& yer that they may be lawfull;They are 
all ſimply vnlawfull, ifrhey bee not contained in the holy 
Scripture. Wherfore,cvenall theſe things both the lawful 
& vnlawfull, contained in the Scriptare- or not contained 
(Formes of viſible Churches viing Government, Miniſte- 
riez,& Rites)are matters of Doctrine; of Faith, ot Religis, 
viz.truc or falſe, So that the one.ought as our. life to' be 
imbraced,theotheras thevery wdyesofdeath to beavoy- 
ded;eſpecially when we difcerne and {ce them thusto be. 


Reaſon 2. 
F. 


V's x r Viſible Church of Chriſt ( ain and pro-,, 

ly ſo called) ought by Gods * expreſſe word to ,, "Ma: 3» 

veand yſe the Ecclefiaſticall government ofit ſelf. ,, 

ery particular Co tion. f Chriſtians is 2 ,, The true 

urchof Chniſt and properly, _ ad the 
wm Theres fl 
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»» 2 Thereforeevery SSA Wa icular Congregation of Chriſti- 
>» ansby Gods cxprefieword ought to haveand vſe the Ec- 
,» Clcfraſticall governement of it ſelfe: viz. according to the 

* >» orderſet downefor a Vilible Church in Gods word. 

And fo in England conſequentlie the things that are 
++... direfliccontrarietherevnto (Divceſan.and Provinci- 
allChurches viing government, with their Miniſters, 
*.. &c.) aredirecthe contrarie to Gods word, and there- 
-. foreoughtotneceſlitieto be reformed. 
 avicn Heerefaſtlemnitbenoted, thatwe vnderſtande a Viltble 
" Church, Chutchof Chriſtto be a Soctetie: of Chriftians whiche any 
' member may and muit (on occaſion) have avifible or (Ha v/ſe 
of intirely and wholy togeather , the ſame having the power of 
Eccleſafticall governement in and for it ſelfe immediailie from 
Chriit: 1 fay,/Fhe Churchintielic and wholie togeather 
mayand muſt bevſed on occaſion. Conſidering that a- 
inſtthis thereis no text of Scripture inall the New Te- 
RAPE anie forceof reaſon appearing. 
Note, {+Thenlervs alſo obſerveand marke theſe3.pointcs, For 
:. proofeofour {ſumption laſt before; 1. The Viſible Chur- 

& cor 1, hes of Chriſt were in number®* many & divers (and not 

#6:& 4 17, onely one) by the ordinance of God himſelſe. So thartir 

$e. ... 1 falle whicheis'© held thatthere is a Vniyerſall Viſible 

bi 3.5e&, Church like the Sea, which being but one properly, is di- 

224132. ſhngaiſhed-andcalled by divers' names according to the 

+ ., Countriesandplacesby which it cometh. Nay, the Viſi- 
ble Churches of Chriſt were by the Apoſtles ordination 
many innumber; $8 actuallie divided Bodies or Socictics: 
| he Sea properly and alwayes being but one Continued 
| * © Body, wasandis diſtinguiſhed meerehe by divers. names. 
W.-- TheVaircifal Lnghbl Churchwas and.is.in deed one 
I in number: butt hayeſhewed there were manysin pag 
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berofthe true and proper Viſible Churches, Againe;the 
Tewiſh Viſtble Church according to the Law, was in nit- 
ber only one properlie vtider one High Prieſt, and having 
one Temple only at ler»ſalem.But Chriſtand his Apoſtles 
changed that forme, and did inſtitute and leave the Chri- 
ſtan Churches properlie in number many and divers.as I 
faide. 
© Secondly they inſtituted and left particular ordinarie sz. 
or conſtant Copnone trueand _ Vilible Chur- 
ches: Or they left-not anic one Viltble Church (in the 
whole world) conſtitute and compact of divers ordinane 
and conſtant Congregations. Both theſe points are moſt 
manifeſt and yndeniable in theſe places of holy Scripture * 
following. Firſt that floriſhing and plentifull Church of _ _ 
Corinth was * but one particular Congregation. Whereof 
the Apoſtle faith thus, Whcn the whole Church is come toges- ©; 3. 5 
ther * into oneplace. Which alſo we may likewiſe affirme of My re al 
the Church of * Antioch, and of & Rome, and of © ler#ſd+ + juttiMan 
&m;and of * Ephefus,8&c.in thoſe dayes. For though theſe Ap » 
Cities weregreatand populous, yet being vnbeleeving & "122,25. + 
hatefull enemics to the Goſpell,cach of them had then of *A#30-3Þ* 
faithfull Chriſtians bur one-particular conſtant Congre- .-- ; + 
gation onely. Likeas the Proteſtants are in the Cities at AE 
this day vnder the Spaniſh King,oras they were in divers 
Cities of France before the peace was made,8& as we were 
Heerein London in Queene Maries time. Where yet we 
denienot, that then ſome particular Cogregationsbeing 
(as that of leruſalem was * before) greater then other ſom, + A#.4.4 
did by reaſon of perſecution meet occaſionallie and -vn- 
ecrtainlic in divers *{maller numbers . But theſe ſmaller , ,a,,;s 
numbers were not {o many Churches properlic, becauſc 


hey were vncertaine ahdoccafionall. A true and proper 
al D 3 Church 
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Churcht Iwayes neceſfxfilic an ordinarie ſett com- 
wer anda conftant focietie .. Thoſe therefore notwith- 
anding niade but one © particular & compleat Congre- 
gationor proper Church,whichin timeof peace (chieflic 
bar þ efiry; yet more Populous ) weretobe diſtributed 
and divided into ſundrie proper and ordinarie Churches, 
each of them a competent Congregation. Which we do 
obſerve further neere the end of our handling the z. Al- 
fertion afterward. Moreover,likely alſo itis in theſe cruell 
 perſecuting Cities thatſo great a multitude of Chriſtians 
did notlong keepe togeather, butmany of the did quick- 
lie diſperſe and ſcatter them ſelves abroad into other quar- 
tersand Countries, whereby the whole number there be- 
*#Aas., Cameſmaller,as we may ſcethey didat * —_ by rea- 
I ſon of Stevens perſecution,&c. immediatlic after the great 
aGal.1.2, and ſ{uddaine increaſe of the Church there. All which be- 
ore ing conſidered, it is plaine yet ſtill that in the greateſt Ci- 
-119,23- - ties,Or Whereſoever els, the Apoſtles appointed and left 
«1Cor.16- tryeandproper ViſibleChurches particular conſtant C6- 


9 IY 
d2.Cor. 8. pregations. Which further alfoappeareth by thoſe man 
e1.Tk.2.14 anddiſtin& Churches of * Galatia, of Þ Macedonia, of *< 4 


GAR 6, 2. 


k r cor.14. 33 


i Coen cand'® All Churches. All theſe in number were (not onlic 


n 2.Cor, 3, ONE, but) manie proper diſtin Churches. Each ofthem 

21-25 beingleverallie but one particular conſtant C6gregation, 

Reve. 2.23+ Wherevnto moſt fitlic agr eeth that intunction and com- 

;,, mandement of our Saviour Chriſt touching a Viſible 

k.6, - Church where heinſtiruterh the cxternall ſpirituall pow- 

Ker.22-16-; ex thereof, ſaying,  TelrbeChurchor Congregation: 1/he 
be. ; C 


heave 
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Brave not the Church, let him be unto thee a5 an Heathen and's 
Publicane. Where he muſt neceſſarilie be vnderſtood of a 
particular Congregation. Which may be told and ſpoken 

vnto onely. As alſo that deſcription ofa Viſible Church, 

which our publike Authoritiein England teacheth: viz. 4 * Artic. 19, 
Viſible Church is 4 Congreeation of fanthfull people where the 

word of God is preached, and the Sacraments miniftred,ec. 

Do. Bron alſo,where he faith*T he Church is never taken in , 5 p1,, 
the New or old Teftlament for the Priefles alone, but generallie againſt the 
for the whole Congregation of th: faithfall, In At.20.28.The I ; 
Church is taken for the 12 ry Andit is © Math. 18. 17. The © > PAS 
whole multitude of the faithful where. he and they (the Offen- _ 3.Pa, 
derand the Offended) #ve. | | | 

© The3.pointhereto be marked (fervingalſo for proofe 3- 
ofour Propoſition before) is agenerall and ſure Maximein 
Divinitie: viz. The true and proper Viſible Churches of 

Chriſt both heeretofore, now, and heereafter, though 

manie in'number, yetall are but one in nature, forme, and 
Conſtitution.And each of them hath fimply one and the 

ſame ſpirituall or Ecclefiaſticall power immediatlie from 

Chriſt (not derived from any other) to governe it ſelfe 

withall. To which purpoſe the Scripture often ſpeaketh 

ofthe Viſible Church indefinitelie as of onelie * one. Be- » Math. x2. 
cauſcin Natureand Formeand in the true Conſtitution, 2%*e-"/ jp 
as alſo inthe ſpirituall power thereof, it is only one. Yea "13, 
it faith alſo in plaine termes that there is © one Body: where Mat.6-33 
is ment the Church. But itis to bee ynderſtood, thatiris 16.2-1,3,3. 
one-in natureand power,as I ſaid. Which muſt of neceſſi- 7; 35! 
tie be ſo, becauſe Chriſtes * Inſtitution ofa viſible Char- ». Cor.12.13 
ches externall ſpirituall covernement before noted, muſt * _—_ = 
belong equally to every true and proper Viſible Church. 
Whereforeallo the nature; forme,8& Conſtitution of cve- 
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rieonemuſt bethe ſame that this is which 'heere Chrift 
fignificth'in Aatthew. Which evidentlie was a particu- 
3 lar Congregation, as before wee obſerved. To which 
+Xo0ce Purpoſcalſo one of our Adyverſaries * a famous Schole-di- 
- -lib.z pag. 'vineſheweth that by cleere and yndemiable reaſon the go- 
33%.  vyernement Eccleſiaſticall belongeth to everie Vilible 
Church properly fo called. Andthe practiſe of the Apo- 
ſtolike Churches doeth iuſtifie and cgnfirme it. Which 
being ordinarie particular Congregations, each of them 
diqor mightby their Miniſters (and them ſelves in pre- 
*A&.14-23 ſenceconſenting) * chooſe Elders and © excommunicate 
LC? offenders. Neither certainly did Chriſt ever inſtitute 6r 
45+ the Apoſtles practiſe divers kindes or formes of Viltble 
vat 1617. Churches. Neither let they any to have greater or leſſer 
ems wer then other. Bur they appointed one 
rmeand one power for the Churches (queſtionles) eve- 
rie where and alwayes. Therefore they al (though being 
many in number, yet) were-and are-one in nature, and 
 forimeand power every-wheteand forever. 
+  -- Whencenow itfolloweth by a neceffarie and vndenia- 
blecoſequence that thele 3. Concluſions infuing are like- 


wile certaine and true, 
+! 1, - Every particularordinarie Congregation of faithfull 
1 -7—w6eM - peoplein England *is a true &proper Viſible Church. 
from God, ,, Everie ſuch Congregation heere and everiewhere is 


indued with power immediatly fr6 Chriſt to governe 

itſelfe Eccleitaſticallie or fpirituallie. 
z-. Everictrueand proper Viſible Church everie where / 
+ ts butoneordinaricorconſtant Congregation only. 
And then no one Church confiſteth, neither can conſiſt 
ot many ordinatie diſtin Congregations, VOREoe no 
w6Þ: IOCCs 


- 
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Diocefan Chuch is ordained or allowed by Chriſt, no 
Provincial, no Nationall and ſo likewite no Vniverſallvi- 
fible Church with an externall governement correſpon- 
dent to the ſame, as the Catholikes heretically do holde. A 
Vniverſal Militant Church I deny not: buta Vniverlator 
Catholike Viſible Church with corrc{pondent governe- 
ment I dodeny, and fo likewiſe thereſt. Now heerethus 
we do for this reaſon, becauſe it is not poſlible, it there be 
indeedone Vniyerſall Chutch properly, or where there 1s 
a Nationall Church,og Provinciall,orDioceſan,thatthere 
the particular ordinarie Cogregations are or can be eltee- 
«2 ſo many true and proper Churches . . Thele can not 
ſtand togeather with.any of the former. Everie of thoſe 
is dirc&tlre contraric to theſe. Sceing theſe in ſuch caſeare 
properly but Members and partes of the other, and notin 
them 2.9 proper and intier Churches. Which yetinthe 
oo of Scripture *before cited the H.Ghoſt doth plain- 

[eafhrme. Whereif he ſpeake not properly,who doth?Or 
whatis in Divinitie a proper ſpeach,it the cotinuall phraſe 
of the H.Ghoſt in Scripture be not proper? And ſurely to 
this point, if we marke it well, doth all our preſent Con» 
troverſie come; that is, to ſett downe Whatis a Viltble 
Church of Chriſt truly and properly . Seeing each true 
Viſible Church hath evermore from Chriſt power and 
right of governement in it ſelfe,as before is noted: Let this 
therefore be well declared what is a true Viſible Church, 
and weſhall ſoone agree. Weaffirme that every particu. 
lar ordinaric C6 


m_—— is and'ought to beallowed for 
ſuch a Church. And heereyvpon'doweſtand, - I am not 


Ignorant of the common and vulgar phraſe of ſpeach a- 
 mong men bothancient and of late, both vnlearned and 


learned; who have vicd to call  everie of thoſe ortheria 
AY Church 


A Cathe- 
likc,an He- 
retiks, 


Pag.19.20; 


Note. 
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Church (as a Dioceſan Charch,a ProvinciallaNational, 
andalſoa Vniverſall Church) meaning,it ſeemeth,that c- 
vericof theſe;may be trulie and righthe called a Viſible 
Church. Burt this is only the cuſtome of {peach among 
um. MEN. And *Cuitome is 4 Tyrant, asa Reverend Father "my 
| lrerarum . well, Ttjs nowarrantnor ground for any thing in Religi- 
ot, On, The wordof GoYalone muſt ſuffice vs heerein, Yea 
* weconlider not what advantage we give the Heretike Ca- 
tholikes againſt vs, by acknowledging a Catholike Viſible 
Church.It followeth from this neceſlarilic that there is & 
ought tobe on earth a Catholike or Vniverſall goyernc- 
mentEcclzſfiaſticall. This is a Concluſion whereynto M. 
3+ Hookerſetteth down expreſlic * both the Propoſition and 
Aſſumption: viz. . 
Everie Viſible Church, truly and properly ſo called, ought 19 
have a correſpondent Eccleſiatticall governemrnt. 
But there is 4 Catholikt or Vniverſal YV:ſuble Church on earth, 
* To which Premiſles everie childe now canquicklie adde 
the Concluſion, | 
Ergo,There is and ought ts be on earth 4 Catholike or F ai. 
_ + verſall governement Eccleſ1aiticall. 
AndIamperſwaded, that this overſight of error among 
yshath cauſed Thouſandes to turne Catholikes, that is 
members of Antichriſt and enemicstothe truce Churches 
and ſervants of Chriſt. For if there be properlie one Viti- 
ble Church and governement Eccleſiaſtical throughout 
theworld,then this muſt be in ſome one place eminently, 
Forſome whither we-muſt go, when Ehriſt biddeth vs 
Tell the Churth . Now theres no place inall the world fo 
likelieas Rome is to be the Viſible ſeatand ſpring-hcad of 
- the Vniverlall governement of the Catholike Church, if 
man ther epi te ole ereborcn 
,- C189 to 


b _— 
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wbeRomanCatholiks,whe this is notdenyed that there 


s#Catholike Viſible Church.” Which felte ſame advan- 
tage we givealſo to our Pontifical Hierarchie in England 


ainſt the true eſtate and due governement of Chriſtes 
/ihble Chutches heere. For while wegrant them (whe- 


: ther by erroror by overfight) that there is & may betruly 
-and properly a Dioceſan Viſible Church, they will cafihie 
- eonclude that then there may & ought to bea cotreſpon- 
: dent Dioceſan governement. Which (as betore I obſer. 


-yed) overthroweth quite the proper being and governe- 
ment of cach parricular or Pariſhionall Church. Butwe, 
becauſe Chriſt and his Apoſtles throughout all the New 
Teſtament have appointed & every were allowed the Pa- 
riſhionall Afemblics,as to be cleerely & abſolutly diſtin& 
in themſclves,ſo to be ViſibleChurches truly & properly, 


" and withall a correſpondent Eccleſiaſticall governement 


tobeincach of them, 2s before hath:-beneſhewed, there- 


' - foreheereypon do weſtand, this do we vrge that the In- 


ſtiturion of Chriſtand the Apoſtles practize ought to be 


arule tor Chriſtian Churches, as every where, ſo heetce in 


England : vpon this do our Conſciences reſt afſuredlie, 


2 Becauſe (as before I ſmrd)y who is it that may preſume to 


erdiineany forme of 4 Church fave Chriſt only * Eſpeci. 
allic overthrowingthat forme of a Church andgoverne- 


- ment which Chriſt hath ordeyned as theſe Dioceſan and 
-'Provinciall Churches with theirproper Miniſters dou Ec- 


eleſia nomine armamini, & contra Etuleſias dimicatis. "You 


- arine your ſelves withthe name of the Charth , and fight 
againſt the true Churches. ! * 


In this place I can notforgethow ſome thinking cheſel- 


wes deepe Politicians,do iniagin thatthey ſee our Groiids 


to beduclicagainſtaMonazchic or Kingy State. = 
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this Eccleſiaſticall governement being Popular (fay they) 
it wil require the Civill . hy alſo to becom con- 
formedto it, Alfo they thinke it can never bee menaged 
without trouble and tumult, 
Firſt weabſolutelie denie thatany manner of Eccleſ1a- 
ſticall Governement requireth the-Civill Governement 
to Hecom conformed'to it. This is a moſt falle conceite. 
The bounds of either Governernement are diſtin and 
cleerlic ſevered the one fromthe other : albeit each doth 
ayd & ſuccourthe other. But what ſhouldI reaſon heere- 
of 2 This their inſimulation is againſt none other then 
Chriſt him ſelfe and his bleſſed Word , wherein he hath 
inſtituted no other ſtate of a Church Viſtble bur a parti- 
cular Congregationonly. Shall we impugne and accuſe 
the true Church of Chriſt 2 Nay, ſhall weaccuſe Chrilt 
him ſelfe and his Goſpell;that heerein he yeeldeth vs not 
the true,right,or beſt torme of a Church © And therefore 
we will ot our owne heades deviſc and conſtitute a better. 
God forbid that any Chriſtians ſhould ſo do,and wilfully 
maintainethis doingalſo.But they think this maner of go- 
yernement will becom tumultuous and troubleſom inthe 
State: and ſo jt will proove hurtfullto the Prince.I would 
demaund, why thinkethey thatthe Church government 
(as wedefire it) will be troubleſom & tumultuous 2 They 
will an{were, becauſe we require of necefitie that Electi- 
ons of Miniſters, and Excommunications,&c.muſt be Po. 
p#{ar.Which can not but bring with them commonly tu- 
multand much trouble, if not confuſion and perill to ma- 
nie. Wherevntol replie, that this were verie true in deed 
_ © (viz. muchtroubleand tumult would commonly follow, 
and _ perill to divers) if we deſired or ſought for 
popular Elet of Dioceſan Biſhops.Such as we read = - 


- Cm. 4 Ea ww  » a a pa. ated 
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finde to have'ben-vſed irf many-places vnder Chriſtian 


Princes from 300.yeres after Chriſt hitherward fora long 
time. As forexampleat Antioch, Alexandria, Rome,Conflan- 
a ei theſeand other Ciries yeric great ſtixres, tu- 
multes, and confuſions among the People have riſen in 
deed not ſeldom times, even in and about ſuch their Elec- 


tions. The Eccleſiaſticall Hiſtories are full of examples to 


* this purpoſe. But ſuch running togeather of a whole Cine 


. 
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or Dioces,ſuch voice-giving of ſuch multitudes of people 


wedelire not: neither do we any wayesallow it. It was a 
corrupt remainder in deed of the Peoples auncient free 
voice-giving to the Election of their Pariſhionall Paifors or 
Biſbops. For ſuch all ordinane ry Pa#tors wouy I- 
mitively in the Apoſtles dayes,and ſuch every where they 
wereleft by them,as before we haye ſhewed. Every ordt- 


© naric Biſhop then (Ifay) wasonly of a Pariſh ( as the Anci- 


ents call it) that is of one particular Congreeation only 
and no greater. And ſotheir Eledtipns were accompliſhed 


by the tree conſentand voyce-giving only of the People of 


each of theſe particular ordinarie Congregations, or Pari- 
ſhes. Now itis true indeed, we acknowledge weallow 
and do defireſuch Zlettions and Excommunications by the 
People. Ncither'is this to bee-reckoned anie Popmleritie 
which can be either prejudicious to Princes, or tumultu- 
ous in it ſelfe. No, itcan not be an inconvenient order, 
but moſt reaſonable for any place or people in the world. 
Namely ſecing we do exprelly hold this afſertis no other- 
wile (and we hartilie pray thatit may bee noted) but as it 
5 grounded on 4. Circumſtances, 1. In regard that it is 


Power Cu* 
cumitances . 
wheron the 


fienes of che 


(as weare well aſſured) a Divine order and ordinance in- Peoples c6- 


ſtiruted for cach Chuxchby Chriſtand his Apoſtles : the © #5 


tructh whereof (we hope)hath evidently appearedin this 
| E 2 2. Rea 


BW #Hfook. lib. The former * makethi this his Reaſon for them, 


it: Tr i'1s Nuenevantn' To 
2; Reaſon laſthandled. . b ovs wpes we allow the 
Peoples conſent and voice-piving in Elettions, Excommunt- 
cations,&c. tobe done only by the! Chriſtian People of 
one Pariſh, thar is; ofone particular'ordinarie Congrega- 
tion only, and by no greaternorlarger number'ot People 
byany meanes, 25 before-hath bene likewiſe ſhewed. 3. 
Conia thatin the maner heereof we hold this only 
to be neceffarie & ordinaric;that theEcctefitſticallGuides 
there (apartfro the People) do firſt by themſclves prepare 
and determine the whole matrer, namely in ſuch ſort that 
rhe People may notneede to do ought afterward but only 
Conſent with them, and freelie fignifie their conſent trit. 
4. If anie whereitſhould fall out tharthis/Peop/e thus gui- 
ded,8 being fo fewwill yerpreſume tobe in'their Church- 
Elefions,&c.vorulic andiviolent; then the Princes -nicxt 
dwelling ©ffcers of Infiice mayand ought to make them 
keepe peace and quietnes. Which thing howeaſic it is for 
the meanelt of them todo,the fimpleſt may perceaue. All 
which verilie being well confidered; this Eccleſiaſtical 
Governement queſtzonles is moſt reaſonable,yea neceſſa- 
rie. And itis childith, &withoutall wit to cry outagainſt 
vs (as our Adycrſaries do) Popularitie, Anarchie, and Enmi- 
tie to Pminctstor this our ſo wel grounded and fo approved 
anafſſertion. | 
Anotherthing is heere to be well remembred, that M. 
Hooker and M. Tookerthe noble Patrons of Pluralities and 
Nonreſidencieare vttetlie defeated in this their purpoſe. 
1Hhetormet echuſe it 
5 amiſtakang (faieth he)tothinkethatthe particular Con- 
 gregationsarebyGods ordinance fo many diſtin&t8pro- 
per Churches. For (as hehol[deth)there is but one Viſible 
+ Church propritegans thelame Vaiverlall thorough the: 


whole 


* 
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wholeworld. As forparticukkr Congregations they-are 
not properlie ſo many Churches, neither diſtinguiſhed at * 


4 ſet isa Miniſter propertie to the Whole Churth;/ bur by 
y men according to diſcretion only is limited to this or that 
i Congregation, there to have maintenance made ſure to 
him by Law,& there to teach, till men ſee it fitttoimploy 
| his gittes inanother Benefice,orelfwhere , All which be-- 
cauſethey aremeerly Mens ordinances,by men they may 
be diſpoſed and diſpenſed with againe as to thoſe in ay- 
thoritie ſcemeth good. And ſo both Pluralitie of Livings 
| and Nonreſidencie from theſame ſhalbe both lawtull and 
| honeſt. This is the effe&t and drift of his reaſon. Andeven 
| on the ſame foundation atſo buildeth D.Tpokey. Yeaonly 
| this ground he hath, and nbneother, Where nothing oh 
needeth anſivere bur this his aſſertion; *Diſtint7i7 of Parrſh 
Churches is of meere poſitive law,10t of Divine, For my patt,l 
would gfauntthis Reaſon to be in deed ſound andgood 
for their purpoſe; (and not only forthat, but alſo {ingular 
and moſt pregnant tofer vp the Romane Papacie too) if 
this their Foundation were not manifeſtlie contrarie to 
Gods word. But beforeit hath ben ſhewed to be cleerer 
then the light that Diſtinis of Pariſhes in ſome ſort;that 
is;of particular Chnrches'is by Gods own ordinicein the 
Apoſtles Writings, and not by the meere poſitive law'of 
men. Wherefore this is cvident to bea rhoſt yngodly and 
ſhameles Defence pleading for,or excuſing that wretched 
ſinne of ſoule-murdering Nonreſidencie; as if it-were 2 
, thing allowable and not ſimplieevill.- Tr camnotexcuſe 
[24 this ſinne toalleadge that Plurihied men may haue their 2, 
Benefices neare togither, pertiaps yvithinhalfe a myle,a 
myle,or 2:nyle the one of the other. This will nozhclpe 
"14 | E 3 them 
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themany more thenamay can be excuſed, who taketh & 
keepethtwo wive at once: though yet by the one he be 
notdrawen fatre away from the other. ,Gods law diſallo- 
weth that formerno leſſethErhis latter, YeaI avow, There 
 havebenwho hauckept two wives at once, honeſter men 
and mote approvedof God, the any Miniſter now in En- 
gland having 2. Churches or Charges lying howſocver. 
And yet I acknowledge, to have two wives at once, is 
ſimply againſt Gods worde. 

Wal, yet this will not fatisfie ſome: neither will they 
yeeld that every particular Congregation of Chriſtians 
ſhould beallowed for a diſtin and a proper Church Vi- 
ſible; and fo to inioy their owne Ecclefiaſticall governe- 
ment within themſelves . Albeit againſt it they have no 
realon,vnles perhars this only. If ir were ſo (they will ſay) 
yet will notthereby all things becom perfe&t. Somewhat 
notwithſtanding will bee wanting or amiſle oftentimes. 
Hony then ſhall this be holpe or amended * Notby Arch- 
biſhops, or Dioceſan Ruling,or Lord-Biſhops ? 
 Tanſwer, Somewhat wilde amiſle alwayes in whatſoe- 
ver Ecclefiaſticall governement vpon earth. Nevertheles 
there is no need, nor good vic of theſe,nor of anie Eccleſi- 
. aſticall Vnwritten Traditions in Chriſtes Churches. We 
believeand know Gods Written, word to bee ſufficient, 
| Speciallieſeeing theleareſo diredtlie contrarie tothe only 

trueforme and nature of Chriſts Viſible Churches in his 
word, as hath bene ſhewed. A greater Eccleſiaſticall go- 
vernementthen the Churches wee know none. There is: 
nothing without the Church above ir: viz. Eccleſiaſtical. 
lie and ſpirituallie. Seeing cach Church hath her power 
and governement(as before is declared)immediatly from 
Cluiſt, Yer it 5 true (beſide the Magiſtratcs - Hp: 
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affiſtance) verie oft there is great, and ſingular, yea ſame- 
times in a forte neceſſarie helpeto bee had by Synodes. 
Which are meetings of choyſe men out of many-Chur- 
ches: and theſe are leſſer or greater as occafion requireth, 
; Whole counſailles, as and determinations are moſt 

expedient and wholeſome alwayes.Buttouching any cer- 
is Governemet by Synodes, or neceſſane Ach of 
their Synodall Concluſions, Decrees, or Canons vppon 
Churches without their particular free conſentes,this ſee. 
meth tobe a meere Humane ordinance. I can not finde it 
(cither cxpreſlie,or by neceſſarie conſequence)in any part 
of Chriſtes Teſtament. Thus wnterh of the. Reve- 
. rend M Whitaker,* Quod omnes atttngit, ab omnibus approbari | oF. 
debet. That which concerneth all, ought to be approved of ge — 
all. Againe, © Concilia ſs ſimpliciter neceſſaria ſint,Chriftus ali. PaB-44. 
cubt precipiſcet celebrars, aut eins ſaltem Apoitoli, Quod tamen has - 
wuſquam ab ills fatlum eſſe leeimus. If Councills were ſimply 
neceſſarie, Chriſt ſomewhere would have cn 
to keepethem,or atleaſt his Apoſtles. Which yetwe read 
thatthey did no where. Further, * Erſi res ipſe de quibus in * Pag-35, 
Concilio deliber atur & conſultatur, int ſacre & religioſe,tamers 6 
hoc ipſumCongregare Epiſcopos e#H ment wanuir Although the 
things deliberated and conſulted of ina Councell beholy 
& religious, yet this thing to aſſemble Biſhops or Paſtors 
of divers Churches togeather, is meerelie Civill. I know 
well ſundrie godlie men do hold that Synodes havepow- 
er to preſcribe and rule Ecclefiaſtically byGods Law even 
fundrie whole Churches though they ſeverallie conſene 
not. But with reverence to theirnames,] take it the trueth 
s otherwiſe. Only in the Aer wee finde ſomewhat that 
hath a kinde of likenes toſuch Synodes. And it is but a 
kinde of likenes,or ſcarſe that; for it is farre from the: oo 
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thing. Thus itis:1n A&, 5.6, 25:wefind a coming togen- 
' therofthe Apoltles; with the reſt ofthe Church at leru- 
falem/and witha fery other ſent to them from the Church 
of Antioch. Where theſe do make Decrees and impolc 
themon the Churches : yeaon divers Churches which 
had'*not fent any-in their names, thither. And on the 


'Churchof Antioch; who had perhaps but.4- or. 5. there 


Koe-15.2 


preſent. | This ſhoweth that this comming togcather at Ie- 
rulalem was a veric Extraordinarie Synode, comparing it 
with ourSynodes invſe now, yeaindeed nothing like to 


them. Firſt heere the © text faith, The Apoſtles onely and 
the Elders atTerufalem wereſoughtvnto. Anditis mani- 
teſt that heerein theApoſtles Exttaordinaric ofhce & po- 
wertooke place;vz,by impoſing their Decrees on Chur- 
ches who had no perſons,and on one Church, viz. of An- 


tioch who had-few for them. there,preſent.. In which rc- 


"1 they at Ieraſalem aſſume alſoaſ{pecialt authoritie of 
e H.Ghoſtywyhere they ſay,*1t ſeemed good 19the H.Gheft, 
and to vs, Which no Aſſemblie of ordinarie perſons could 


© .orcanaflumeto them in fuch maner. 'Only where the A- 
. poſtles wereptclentand conſented, there they might. Fi- 
_nalle after this we never findethatanyChurches yicd Ne 

.meancesand power of Synodes till abonut Con;Zantines time 
' .. foralmoſtzoo.yeares ſpace. Whichifit had benan ordi- 


. 'vice Divine for the Churches always, they neither ought 


_norlurelie would {0 long have ncg eted the ſame,S ef] 
_-in that vvhile there! vvere moſt waightie and continual 


: 
 »ole-firſttiniesthey held itnottobe ſo. Nevertheles Sy- 


; eccafions requiring this Divine helpe,if they had ſoeſtce. 
medit.Which ſeeing they did not,we may wellthinke in 


: nodes (whenthey'may be had) are far counſaill, advile,& 
bctterrelolutioncorinually profitable & moſt wholelors, 
| a> 
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, 8s hathbenTaid, And beingwell ordered, do makefſingu-' 
latlie for Vnitie. Whereby alſo each Churches ordinarie_ 
governement may be much holpen &amended. And yet 
the ſame with power and authoritie oughtto be held ſtill 
withinitſeltc only, 
Now touching our Synodcs at this day in Englande, 
they may be excepted againſt juſtle in3. reſpcs.Firſt be- 
cauſethey conliſt principallie,it notonly, of Provinciallds 
Dioceſan L.Biſhops orhoſe Offices are heereſhewed,to 
be plainlie contrarie to Gods word) and of ſuch other as 
are theirs. Alſo our Synodes power is not ſuperior,bur in- 
| fcriorand ſubie&t tothe L.Biſhops will and liking : which 
is vtterlic againſt the nature of true Synodes, and the rule 
of Gods word. Laſtlie they impoſe Eccleſiaſticall Canons 
on the Churches which give no conſent vnto them: as if 
they had power from God over theChurches thus todo, 
All which before we have ſcene to be cleane contrarie, 


Reaſon 2 


'H a r any (being a Chriſtian)ſhould have no place To kare 
nor partatall in any true & proper Viſible Church 9 place 


of Chriſt, is contraric to Gods word. Speciallie that in pug 


| any ſuch ſo ſtanding ſhould Eccleſiaſticalie rule manic Churcke 

Churches. y "3X 
But our Dioceſan Biſhqps (profeſſed Chriſttans)have » 

not any place nor partat allin any true and proper Viſible » 

Church of Chriſt. And yet they rule Ecclefiaſtically,ſom »» 

300. ſom 400.proper and diſtinct Vifible Churches. » 
Therefore they are alk contrarie to Gods word, and » 

ought neceſſarilie tobe reformed. Q 


The firit part of the Aſſumption is thus proved. 
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true and proper Viſible Church, then heis Paſtor in ſom 
Church or one of the People. 

But oneof the privat People he is not any where. Net- 
theris hearighrand true Paſtor ſuſtayning the charge of 
ſoules in any proper Viſtble Church with vs. 

Therefore a Dioceſan Biſhop with vs hath no part at all 
in any true Viſtble Church. 

I am not ignorant that our Biſhops themſelves ſay thar 


_ 


they are very Paſtors in all thoſe ſeveral Churches of their 
Dioces, and ſoarein a principall place, and havea chiete 
partin them all. Which notwithſtanding is vrterly talle, 
conſidering that they have ſom Hundreds of Churches 
in their pioces which they never ſaw,norby law are boiid 
to ſee in all their lives . Are they then, or can they betrue 
and right Paſtors yntothem © They can not be. It werea 


are os Paſtors to any one of the Churches vnder them 
morethen they are toall. Therefore in deed they are true 
Paſtors tonone of the, nor toany proper Viſible Church 
at all. Howbeit imagining and ſuppoſing them to be (as 
wy ſay they are) Paſtors to thoſe Churches which are 
ynder them, then reaſon againſt them and c6clude thus. 
| » It Dioceſanruling Biſhops by the nature of their office 
*A8. 20. are very Pluraliſtes and Nonreſident Paſtorsg* then th 


28 


'1Per.5.2, Aareplainly contrary to Gods word, and ought of nec 
Pro. tie to be cleane aboliſhed, - 


»  ButDioceſan Ruling Biſhops are very Pluraliſtes and 
;> Nonrelidents by the nature of their Office. Seeing everie 
- Coy. Congregation is a true proper and intire Viſi- 
,» ble Church,as before hath ben ſhewed : and ſeeing they 
, alume to them ſelves a Paſtorall charge of the Peoples 
» {oules inmothen one; yea very many ſuch ſeveralland in- 
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ſhameforany once to thinke that they might. Neither 
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tire Viſible Churches in England, which they neither do ,, 
nor can ſerveas Paſtors ought. - 

Therefore they are plainly contrarie to Gods word,8& , 
eught of neceſlitic to be Fong diflolved and abolſhed. ,, 

Or M45. 

Comon ſenſe or thelight of Nature (befides the fore- ,, - 
noted ſcriptures) ſheweth that one proper Paſtor ſhould 
have only one proper Viſible Church. For indeed *who 
is ſufficient for that one 7 

Buta Dioceſan Ruling Biſhop hath not only one pro- »» 
(Rn Church in his Charge. He hath 300.0r 400. as » 


ore is ſaid. ” 
Therefore a Dioceſan ruling Biſhop ſinneth againſt the » 
word, andalſfo againſt the light of nature. » 


We denie not that one proper Viſible Church may 

fiblic have\many Paſtors. But that One Paſtor ſhould 
is many proper. Viſible Churches, is a thing ſenſcles, 
ynnaturall, and condemned both by God and man. 


Reaſon 4. 


[ T is the naturall and immutable office of a Paſtor both 


to Teach and to Goyerne (with the affiſtance of other 

Elders) his owne flocke. 

But every Paſtor of each particularChurch in England 
is truly and properly a Paſtor of the ſame Church where. 
of he1s, and ſhall anſwer for the ſoules of his locke which 
depend vpon him. 

Theretoreevery Paſtor of each particular Church in 
England ought of neceſfitie notonly to teach but allo to 


O | 
governe his owne flocke. 


Touching the Propofition, itis manifeſt to be the na- 


tural and immutable office of a Paſtor to governe his own 
56% r S flock. 
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flocke, Firſtſeeing the word muwdrn which fignifieth to 

© do theoffice ofa Paſtor,doth inthe naturall propertie of 
*$£3- c- ir imply Governement and rule. * As wee may ſce this 
fer.chap. 3- word is vied, Math. 2.6. Reve. 19.15. 2:27. And theretore 
| ay P** &en Civill Magiſtrates are called Rogne Paſtors, Ezek.3 4.42 
and in Homer m«in3xedr the Paſtors of the people: in Exri- 

pides nerwins 3Xwv the Rulers of chariots. Secondly the whole 

office of a Spirituall Paſtor is found in the Scripture to be 

both Teachimg and Governing : as firſt this very word doth 

moſt plainly fignifie 10h. 27. 16. A. 20. 18, and 1. Pet.5.2. 

Alſo wherethe diſtin parts of the Paſtors offticearenoted 


«Perp.gov.. tO D: Bilſons conſent with Athanaſius, T o whom Preaching, 
 Pagt99** and Offering at the Lords table do be one to them alſo carefull ru- 
ling and governing the Church doth appertaine. Againe he 
* pag.162, faith, *T _ ſelf ſame yoyes that were in one, were in all theſe 
190,202. affions: and the Churches were governed by the common counſel 
=pag.133. of thc Presbyters. And The Apoſtle ioyneth both theſe properties 
» pag. 111, 77 good Pators, And * T hey mau#t be trufted with both or with 
| neither. 

,, © Nowtouching allthis Gods word chargeth vs expreſly 
* Col 447 faying : © Take heedto your Minifery which you bane receaved 
, Rom<12.7 3 the Lordto frlfill it. 

» - Buttothis our Churches order is cleane contrary b 

» reaſon of our Dioceſan ruling Biſhops. We may not ful 

» fillour Miniſtery for them. 

» ©  Therforeour Churches order in reſpeRt of our Dioce- 

» {anruling Biſhops is cleane contrary to Gods word. And 

> theretoreof neceſſiticheerein we ought to be reformed. 

Note, WhereyetTcan notbut note, how by our owne Parlia- 

*».; © ment law this is wholyyeeldedto every ordinary Paſtor 
10 -England;: As namelyyhere-the booke of Ordination 
CR! is maketh 


as 1.Tim.5.17. and 1.Theſ.5,12.Math.18.17 18. Adheervn- . 


” an ed. s.. 
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maketh every one of them to vndertake * io miniierrhe * Booke of 
Dotrine and Sacraments and Diſcipline of Chriit as the Lord Printed 
hath commanded, and as this Realme hath receaved the ſame ac- Ann1596 
cording to the commandements of God Though it ſaith,es this 
Realme hath receaved the ſame ; Yet we muſt marke that it 
faith notſo ſimplie, bur with ſpeciall reſtraint, according to 
the commandements of God. Yea betorealſo it requireth rhe 
Diſcipline of Chri#t to be miniitred in ſuch maner as the Lord 
hath commanded. So that heere this reſtriftion and certaine 
direction is ſet downe expreſly twice for fayling. Where- 
fore the Lawes intent and meaning ts not heere to do be- 
ſide, much leſſe*againſt the order ſet down inGods word, 
but to do according to it. And not to take from Paltors 
the ordinary power of Eccleftaſticall Dicipline (as now 
the practiſe 1s) but togiucirthem. Namely it Gods word 
do giue it them; which we ſav bcſorethar it doth. God 
forbid therefore that we in England now ſhould be * bar- 
red from the ordinance of Godin his word, this being 
alſo therrue intent of our owne Lavves. | 

If our Adverfaries will ſay that this bringethin a paritie 
of Miniſters. And we can not be ignorantthat our moſt 
wiſe and Noble King proteſleth his miſlike of theparitic 
of Miniſters. 

I anſwere with all reverence and ſubmiſſion to his Ma- 
ieſtie, that I conceaue his meaning not to be againſt the 
paritie which before I haue ſpoken of. Andas for a gene- 
rall paritie we miflikeand dereſtitalſo. Yea in a ſort we 
fay that the Churches ſtate is Monarchicall;” For weaf- 
firme that in every ſeverall true Church there ought to 
be adiſparitieof Church Miniſters: viz; the Paſtor aboue 
the Elders, and the Elders aboue the Deacons, as 1gnativs aq Smyrob, 
"ſaith, And in Coferences & Synods where many Paſtors 
; F 3 mcct, 


* 1s one 
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'* meet; we do not only allow. but require adiſparitie and 


3 


prioritie alſo, namely in the Preſident or Moderator. Yea 
wedo notſimply dilallow a continuing Prefident, fo that 
his coxinuance be ſubieto his Brethrens free liking, they 
ſeeing itto be not againſt the gloric of God and the com- 
mongood. And forall this we are well aſſured there is 
found warrantin the word of God. But as touching a 
farther diſparitie then this, We anſwer,comparing Paſtors 
with Paſtors among themſelves in their common office, 
or in any of the naturall parts therof,we lee not hovw there 
may beany diſparitie or differencein them. May one Iu- 


' | ſticeofpeacepermitthe reſt in the ſame Countic to call 


before them, to reproue and rebuke MaletaRors, but not 
inany wiſe to. comut to priſon, or to bind in nance 
any man? May one aflumethis power alone to himſclfe, 
and excludeall the reſt? Surely this were in the common 
wealth arrogant,iniurious, and vnlaywful without expreſle 
warrant from the ſame authoritic by which they all hold 
their Oftices. How much more ynlawfullis it for men 
without Gods warrant to preſume in Gods matters in al- 
tering and changing, in making greater or leſler the Spiri- 
tuall othces of Chriſts Church * Magis and Mines in com- 
mon reaſon can notbeadmitted in He nature of one and 


he {ame Office, what*Ofhce ſoever we {peake of. But this 


King-more 15 {0,more {pecially in the Eccleſiaſtical. For it is excee- 


a king, then 
gn other ? 


ding ſtrange that among true and proper Paſtors ſom 


One Father ſhauld bemore,ſomleſſe PaſtorS?which yet muſt needes 


__ 1, be;itfoin may have more ſom leſſe - mor The 
othor ? 


ynreaſonablenes heereofappeareth further itwe conſider 
in-like manner: the nature and condicion of the Viſible 
Churches. One Vifible Church can'not -bee more a 
Churchthen any other, though ſom may be grarr/on 

GN 
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- altequally Churches,and one hath as much Eccleſtaſticall 


fortio prediti & honoris & poteFatis. As Cyprian * faith ; The *Cypr.de 


' clination from the right and perfe& Paſtorall ofhce began 


Rnyonun Ovn Cuynents. T* 
fmaller, ſom richer ſom poorer. Yetas Churches theyare 


or ſpirituall right,power, & authoritie, as any other, Even 
ſois it with their Paſtors, being compared (I ſaye) togea- 
theras Paſtors among themlelves. Againe as the Apottles 
wereall equall Apoltles, {o ſurely the Paſtors ought to be, 
whoare in deed their right & proper Succeſſors. Pari con- 


Apo#tles were indued with equall honor & power. Thertorethe —_— 


Paſtors their Succeſlors ought to be fo likewiſe. To which 
purpoſe alſo is thatin the ſame place following. <Zpiſcopa- «1bib, 
1145 onus et , cuius a ſingulis in ſolidum pars tenetur . There is 
butone kinde or natureof the Biſhoplic or Paſtoral office, 
whereof everie one participaterh in whole. And in' ano- / 
ther place, * Nemo noftrum Epiſcopum Epiſcoporum ſe facit + * Cypr. in 
Noneof vs maketh him ſelf __ th Ems over 'e mam - wo, oY 
Signitying that it was not lawtull tor them ſo to be : nei: 

ther likewiſe a Paſtor oyer Paſtors. And to what purpoſe 

els is that of lerome to Evagrins, where ſpeaking of Biz 

= or Paſtors ſaith he, © Einſdem ſunt merits, einſdem Sa- L_ ad 
cerdoty. TT hey ave all of one andthe ſame preeminence, of one and "Io" 

the ſame Office. Theſe ſentences are verie memorable, ten- 

ding to allow ordinarie equalitie in all Offices which are 

of one and theſamekinde ornature. Howſoeveryetade- 


ro come in,in the dayes of theſe men, & alſo to getallow- 
ance even of the moſt famous Doctors, ſpecially about 
Jeromes dayes . Whereby it is manifeſt how a-paritze of 
Paſtors ought to be held, and yet notwithſtanding how a 
paritie of all Miniſters oughtnot to be inany Church. 
But ſome wil ſay,this is not enough. For this neverthe- 


les will be the caule of ſtrife & diſcord inthe —_ 
c 


4® Ir Is Nncnsrcantn To q 
Weanfiver, The cleane contrarie is true. Your humane 

_ diſparitie in the Eccleſiaſticall Miniſterics both is and ever 
. *hathben thetrve cauſe of diſcord. But our Divine dil- 
ECO rods paritic, thatwhich we hold and allow, is the true cauſc of 
ceand vnitie. For where,in whar place can diſcord bc: 
In everyChurch weacknowledga Superior,and in everic 

meeting out of many Churches a Superior likewiſe. Nov 

no other placecan be imagined where diſcord and trite 
Eccleſiaſticall can ariſe. If therefore Superioritie and dit- 

pro will cauſe peace, weethrough Gods goodnes and 
lefling ſhallboth haye and keepe peace every where. It a- 
nic other Superionitie bee required, and namely Yours, 
which croſſeth yea cutteth of Gods owne ordinance in 
the Paſtoral office,we deny that it can ever procure peace. 
 Andthis our preſent experience doth ſhew in all the tor. 
- raigne Reformed Churches compared with ous. They all 
inioying this ordinanceot God have moſt admirable vni- 
tie. Weonly wanting this, notwithſtanding many & ſun- 
drie worldly advantages, yet do remaine ſtill (now theſe 
50. yeeres almoſt) in wotull diſſcentions, defolations, and 
diſiipations. Neither can the Lordly Prelacic, neither will 

they remedy it. 

_ It heercin yetmen will not be ſatisfied , but will hold it 
ſtill to be ſpeciall wiſedom to take away from ſom Paſtors 
the power of ſpirituall goyernement, and to give it to ſom 
few, Weanſiver againe with the holy Ghoſt, It behoo- 
ad, Cor. &+ veth VS not, it 1s high preſumption x TA, 0 viryen Ta Pgovar ? fs 
# be wiſe aboxe(rauch rather contrary to) that which is written, 


Reaſon 
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1: Reafon's5. : 

"TH o «2 Elders or Paſtors. (as they coſit themſelves) 7 0ea-16-- 
ftanddiredtlic contrarie to Gods word, whodorule niſter, 
their fellow-Elders or Paſtors ( and ſpecially manic » 

whole Churches) witha Lordly Eccleſiaſtical power, os » 
foleauthoritie : alſo who dorule them Civilly. with out- » 
ward force and compullive,power:and who receaveCivil 2 
Titles and Sues i tothe worldly honor due to. » 
high Magiſtrates in the world. -» 
 Butour Dioceſan Biſhops .in England are fuch Elders » _ 
or Paſtors,and dothus rule and ſtand by their publike Of » | 
ficeor Offces which they hold. -, - 7 1 
Therefore our Dioceſan Biſhops in England cven'by >» 
their publike Office or Offices which they hold , ſtanddi- »» 
rectly contrary to Gods word. be 7 
The Propoſition (whereof only there can. be doubt) is 
proved by many plaine places of Gods word. Chriſt car- 
mel torbad his Apoſtles this whole matter (and in them 
much more all other Miniſters their inferiors) in theſe 
words: * Te knew that the Rulers of the Nations haue dominion * pany: 
| over them,and the Great men exerciſe authoritie over them. But vt 
it ſhall not be ſo among you. But who ſoever will be great amon 
you, let hins be your ſervant, Luke hath the ſamethus: *The ,, _ __. 
Kings of the Nations haue dominion,or rule as Lords over them, 1, "" 
#nd they who excreiſe authorinie over them are called Grations 
' Lords. But ye ſhall not be ſo. And PeteranElder (ashe calleth © + 
himſelfe ) chargeth all Elders that they be not * «s Lords »: per.5.4: 
over Gods heritage , but examples 10 the flocke.. And Paul re- 
nounceth it for his part, ſaying, © Not that we have darminion «© z Car.1, 
over your faith but axe helpers of your ioy, * 
Heereitis a (ity cvalion (whuch fo vic) or oy de- 
| G on 


| 
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3p luſion of theſe manifeſt Scriptures, to ſay;Chriſt heere for. 
biddethhis Apoſtles to expect Ciyill power 8& authoritic 
*43/ 1+ : by verruCoftheir Etclefiaſticall Miniſterie : or,, it is heere 
: deriyed that Civilpoweris neceſlarily annexed to theEc- 
clefaſticall fan&tion . And beſides this thatnothing els :; 
heere denyed by our Saviortohis Apoſtles and Miniſters, 
" Ifaythis is avameſhift, The Apoſtles manifeſtly deſired 
" thisottward preeminence no other way but by Comiſſi- 
 - *., ©on from Chriſt, whom they. hoped ſhould haue ben a 
*Mah.20,” creat Prince inthe world. This * they ſimply deſired and 
Marc. 10. * this Chriſt ſimply denied, both to them and in them to all 
97 *” true Miniſters of Chriſt for ever. Belides Loke alſo addeth 
© the Magnificent Titles of worldy authoritie, and theſe to 
belikewiſe denyed them. Whichandeed neceflarily fol- 
loweth. Finally both Mathew & Lake do principally ſpeake 
of the forbidding of Civill rule to Miniſters, yer their 
words areſogenerall that we muſt needs grant,thatChriſt 
there forbiddeth his Miniſters ſimplyS8 generally al Lord- 
ly rule,or domination,or ſole authoritie whatſoever, And 
_.. thereforeEccleſfiaſticall domination or ſole authoritic in 
Church matters alſo. Even as it is maniteſt that Peter and 
 Pauldo(without controverſy) in the places before rchear- 
ſd." Tris no better ſhift , to ſay that Chriſt heere forbad 
nothing but Tyrannicall dver-ruling of the brethren. Or 
only theambitious defireof Lordly rule, ſole power, and 

civill anthoritie- but not the things themſelues. 
@ Math, 20. \, Bufall this D. Biſon alone(though now he bea L,Biſhop 
-25--  himſelfe)hath moſt fully and ſubſtantially confuted. A- 
againſt the gainſt the Jeſuits and Seminaries obieCting thus { The 
Apol. of 5 word is * xaTexwqniv% they Over-rmle their Subietts with ininFicg 
\part.2.pag. 47d violence. 0% ſhall not do ſo, Hereplyeth, *.Ss your ney 
374. print» "Tranſlation over-ruteth the word, Howbeit Chriit-in that place 
09,3586, - © "F wth 
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doth not traduce the Power of Princes as vniuſt and outragions, 
but diitinguiſheth the calling of his Apoitles\from the maner of 
regiment which God hath allowed the Magiitrat. Chrizbſaith not 
Princes bs tyr ants,you ſhall deale more curteouſiy then they do:but 
he ſarth Princes be Lords and ruters over they people, by Gods or- 
dinance you ſhall not be ſo. Againe the word which $, Luke hath, 
$5 wognios without any compoſition ; T hey be Lords & Maiters: 
and S. Paul confeſſeth of buniſelfe and other Apoitles, Not that we 
be Lords or Maiters of your faith. Te the compound ner axagirer 
5s with power & force to rule men whether they will or n0,n01 with 
wrong and iniury to oppreſſe them, And therefore the concluſion 
is inevitable, that Princes may lawfully compel! and puniſh th 24018 
Subiefts, which Biſhops may not. © All Paitors and Biſhops ate ©4875 
flraitly charged not to med with the ſword. .'* Torompell Here: ».pag,1t2, 
tikes and Schiſmatikes neither is it poſable ſor the Preacher if ht 
would,nor lawfull if he could: he lacketh both meanes and leawe to ... 
caniiraize them. Biſhops be flatly forbidden to raigne , and mutt . 
not meddle with the materiall ſword. TCopumanaing and forcing ypag 119, 
our Savior forbiddeeh to all his Diſciples Where the full cfte 
of all his diſcourſe is this : A{Croill i471ſdittion and power uf 
the (word to commannd;compell,and puniſh by loſſe of ife;limme, 
or libertre, is ſecluded from the Miniiters funttion and reſerurd 
to th: Magiitrates, * Chriit preciſely forbad his Apo31les.rp bears ox nt 
rule and exerciſe authoritie over their brethren : not oniuit and 14,15, * 
1 yrannicall rule, but all compulſive power. And where thethin 
1s not lawfull the ſienets not lawfull.&c, To likepurpoſe alto 
he writeth in his booke of the Perpetual Governement of 
Chriſtes Church: wherehe ſaith, Many giftes may comione .p,...,, 
in one man,many offices cannot , ** The EI fhallnot have 143. 
any ſuch rule or dominion as the great States have , * The _ » Pag.55e 
ſo much prohibited by Chritt & his Apoitles gs that Preachers 


Paitors ſhould wprivn behave or thinke themſelves to bee Lords 
. | | SS. and 


p -- 
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| mpig.cs, 41d Maiſters over their brethren. And <T, 0 —_— the love of 
0b” Þ the ſheepe toward their Sheepheards , Chrift woula not bave his 

Apoſiles'to be ferred a5 Maiſters,but to be honored as Fathers,and 
ronſequently Paſtors not to force;but to feede, not to chaſe, but to 
trad rhe flocke committed to their charee, neither rou 8 to in- 

, wreat themas ſervants, but gently to perſwade them as coheires of 
the ſame kingdome.- Heere are Teſtimonies of this man tor 
vs moſtfnlil, moſt cleare,and aboveall exception. 


p Reaſon 6. 


Tfarpation JF inthe Lawes eſtimation thecalling of Minifters with 
4271-3, SvsB8givenbythoſe who in Gods word have no power 
 tt1.z:4% > togivertthen this is contrarie toGods word and necel- 
| ,, farierobereformed. 
'» © iButinthe Lawes eſtimation the calling of Miniſters 
,» with vsis given by thoſe whoin Gods worde have no po- 
+1: 2:09 Wertogiveit.Namely it is given by a Dioceſan ruling Bi- 
| ſhop,whois no where found(as beforeT ſhewed) in al the 
"New. Teſtament. So thathe can not therein have anic 
powerorauthoriue to give Miniſters their calling,nor yer 
"rotakeit from them. Againe by the rule of Gods word 
that particular, Church whiche is to have the Miniſter, 
* oughttobepreſentand to ſheyv a liking and conſent in 
their Miniſters calling, Whiche proveth that no Biſhop 
hath any power or authoritie in Gods word to giyeanic 
Miniſter his calling, orto take it from him in abſence of 
thatChurch to whom the Miniſter belongeth,yca and(as 
the practiſenow is) vtterly without their Ning, | 
__  Thereforethis, thatis the giving of the Miniſters cal- 
» ling with vs by ſuch as now do give it and in ſuch maner, 
» Iscontrary to Gods word,andought of neceſliticto bere- 


» formcd. Where 


p 
« 


+ | 
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| | 
'"-Where I fay; by the rule of Gods worde, that Church The Chur» 
which is to have the Miniſter oughtto bee preſent and to —— 
ſhewa liking and conſent in their Mimiſters Calling : this 
is evidentby many teſtimonies,and reaſons. Firſt, becauſe 
in the Apoſtles time theChurch had a conſent in Excom- 
munication, as itappeareth to the Corinthians, where the 
Apoſtle faith, * / have determined already, when yee are gathe- - 
red togeather and my ſpirit, in the name of our L. leſus Chriff, 4.x. 
that ſuch a one,by the power of our L.leſics Chriſt, be delrorred ro 
Satan. And; * Put away from among your ſelves that wicked 
wan. Which agreeth with Chriſtes owne ordinance and 
precept,where he ſaith, © Tel/the Church - If he heave not the 
Church, let him be unto thee as an Heathen and 4 Publicatie. \7. 
Now if the Church was to Excommunicate, furelie the 
Church allo was to ele her Miniſters. For theſe arethe 
2. maine partes of the holy Governement Eccleſiaſtical, - 
both which muſt belong to the Church equallie &alike. 
Further it is apparant by the Apoſtles practiſe. Firſt, the - 
calling of Matthias to the Apoſtleſhip was permitted (ſo 
farreas was poſhble) tothe Churches Election. For'they 
* appointed two,whereofone ſhould beand was divinely. * A%-1.23 
choſen. This queſtionles was done (not of neceſfitie for 
that Calling which was then to be given, but only) foran 
example in Eccleſtaſticall Eleftions which the Churches 
after ſhould and did imitate. Beſides, howſoever the very 
Election of Matthias was by Divine lot, yetit was all done 
in the Churches preſence with theactuall concurrence 6f 
their prayers and free conſentes inſtantly. Now thele acts 
ofthe Church as they may, {o'therefore they ought tq be 
perpetual in every Elkeftion of whatſoever Miniſter;{ceing , R 
even forthat dhe Apoſtles cauſed noye the Church govern. 
- thus to do. Itisaflightanfiver andvntrue,to fay,* Kee” "PN 
| G 3 - ples 
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2442 .- plecareno preceptes. For the ſamean{werer ellwhere confeCl. 
ES ee ov ſeth,that * the Apoſtles taught the Church by their Example. 
pag.37;3; Butifhehad not confeſſed it, yetthe trueth of this gene- 
rall pointis in it ſelfe moſt certain . Wheretore was the 
Booke of the Apoſtles AZtes<ls written 7 But that their Acts 
' intheChurches ſhould be Rules and patterns tor vs to do 
| likewiſe. All Divines vie the Argument drawen trom an 
++ atofChriſtorhis Apoſtles,and vrge it even.to bind vs nv 
"  kesthenifitwerea formallPrecept, And fo we read that 
Chriſt himſelf & his Apoſtles too, reaſoned ſundry times 
fromthebare Actes of the Prophetes and men of God in 
the old Law. I know in divers Examples there are to be 
found Circursſtances which fit not all tumes,places, nor per- 
ſons. Whatthen * Neither do'Precepts commonly ht vs 
. in{ogeneralla maner.By this ſhift then we may avoid ex- 
preſſeand direct Precepts alſo. And thus ſcarce any thing 
in Gods word ſhall ſufttce to conſtrayne and binde vs. 
| Wheretore alwayes wevrge no other Exaples of theApo- 
ſtles,or not in any other points, then: ſuchas do and may 
fit vs continually, and every where, even ſo well as they 
fitted thoſepf old. In which caſe itis a miſerable denyall 
to ſay, Examples are no precepts. God graunt vs and all 
true Chriſtians, to inioy our Churches ordered after the 
Apoſtlesexamples.and to have all otherCuſtomes of men 
(when once we diſcerne them)vtterly abandoned. But to 
« A&. 6.3. proceedalitle: The Apoſtles again *charged the Church 
"at leruſalem to choole their Deacons: thertore much more 
oughtthe Churches (who are not ignorant beaſtes, but 
mentaught of God) to choole their Paſtors. Laſtly,they 
23. © <ordeynedElders to ſyndrieChurches which were actu- 
- _  Alliepreſentand conſenting. So much is moſtevident b 
+ Keyerytext: neither can any except againſt this; which 


ſut- 


— 
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tende that this worde X«9»roicerry heere vied will notne- 
ceſſarilie prove that the Churches did elect their Elders. 
Tanſwer, this very woord (yea thus as itis heere coſtrued) 
is not ſo weak for our purpoſe as is pretended. For we find 
the ſame word in good Authors, having the very like Gra- 
maticall conſtruction,that is, toyned not with the you 
but with theGuides or principal in theafſemblie. And yet 
the very nature of this word (ſignifying in the ordinarie 
vic thereof the cuſtome which was then to give Voices 
by lifting vp of handes) implycth the Peoples concur- 
renceand voyce-giving iointly with the Guides of the af 
ſemblie. For aſmuch as this geſture of lifting vp handes 
for voycc-giving in the the publicke meetinges did al- 
wayes and moſt chieflie concernethe People. In this very 
manner to this purpoſe we have this word in Demoſthenes: 
* tnoTipey Gr 161 Youwy Xagorideciy bs veurbiry TE5ToOY xigier tives, Which 
of the Lawes the Nomothete ( which were the principall At: 
thors ) ſhall ordayne or conititute by lifting Vp of handes the 


ſame is ratified, Where notwithſtanding,the Litting _ 
chief 


hands (as is well knowen) was not the Nomothetes or 
Authors parr only : but the Peoples at is vnderſtood alſo 
by implication. Whoſe part was chiefly to Lift vp handes, 
eyther before or after the Nomothetes act. Even ſo likewiſe 
this ſame worde vſed heere in the Ades in the very fame 
manerſhall import the Peoples part alſo: viz.a ſoar CO- 
. ſentinthe appointing of their Elders, though only their 
Guides theApoſtles voyce-giving and ordayning of them 
be named, But we will nox preſſe this. We may (as T ſaid) 
cleane omit this coſideration,and yer this text in the Actes 
doth fully ſerve our mayne purpoſe. Namely it proveth 
fully that theſe Elders were ordayned by the Apoſtles 1n 


47 
faffiſeth our purpofe. So that it is vaine where *ſome con- \, þ 
gov. paſs © 


the 
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 - thepreſence and with the free liking of the ſeverall Chur- 
» ches: Another conceite thereis,thatthe ſenſe of this word 
 heere is the ſame which the Grecke Eccleſiaſtical Writers 
longafter do vicitin: viz. only to lay ow hands in Ordination, 
and no more. Itis an idle conceite. All do know, that the 
later Ecclefiaſticall Greeke Writers have altered the origi- 
nall and proper vie of this word, as they (yea and the La- 
tinesallo) have donein other : as after we*ſhal further ce. 
Inthe Apoſtles time they ſpake the ordinarieand knowen 
phraſe taken from the former times.But then no man vicd 
this word in ſuch ſenſe. They which followed fom hun- 
dred yearts,can not prove thatthe Ancients ſpake like the 
after-commetrs. Wherefore, to ourpurpoſe againe: By all 
thele rextes thus declared, it remayneth evident that the 
Church,whichis to havea Miniſter, ought to be preſent 
andto ſhew liking and c6ſent freely to their Miniſters cal- 
- ling: ſithwehaveſeene thatit was ſo in the practiſe of the 

- Apoſtles, and by the ordinance of Chriſt. Which alſo(it 
ſecmeth) our very Book of Ordinatio (which is by Law) in- 

 tendeth &requireth, where it ſaith,T ake thou authority, cc. 
in this Congregation. The word,this,importeth that the very 
particular Congregation wherein he ſhould haue autho- 
ritieſhould be preſent. And why ſhould they neceſſarily 
be preſent, but freely to conſent £ Allo heere by it is evi- 
dent.thatthe Law would not thatany Miniſter hould be 

- ordained butto a certain Congregation. All which good, 
neceſlary, and Chriſtian rules how they be now every - 

| Wherebroken & deſpiſed, who ſeeth not? Yea though the 
manifeſt intentof our Law doth require them. A word 
more let vsadd touching D. Bilſons approbatis alſo of the 
Churches freeconſent in choling their Paſtors. Whoſe 
teſtimony I do delight to apply to our purpoſe for divers 


good 
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iderations.** Saith he;J1 haie the word: and war- «Dp ne 
want jd the H. Gho#t forthat mhichwe wa 7,076. wit. that the Peg: "miner part, 
plecan and 0zeht to diſccrne and try the. dottrines and ſpirits of - ay te 
the Teachers, and ſo to aur and refuſe them, as they by the word 
fhanld'ſee good. How can the Peop ao either, j if they hane n08 "Pa 15 fs 
ſhell and leave to diſcerne both. '* The Apoltles keft electirns in- « perrer, 
differently to the People and Clergie at Teruſalems, The People had vorer P38+ 
«5 wiuch rizht to choſe their Paztors, as the Clergie that had more Noo. 
ſkill to indee "Well may the Peopless intereſt land wpo "_ rounds * Pag-319 | 
| wfreaſotandnature, andbe derived ps the rules of Chriftian 
' equitie, © The late Biſhops of Rome have not caſe e Loaf "eo  *Pag.359e 
hting , nll excluding both Prince and People they reduced the 
elithons wholy to the Clergie. Bur he telleth them, by their leave . 
jt was not ſo 4 ow the beginninz. *1 acknowledge tach Church & * pag. y 30. 
people fland free by Gods law to admit maintaine,& obey no man v, 
«5 their Paitor without they liking. Tt is truche addeth thi 
ynles by law, cuitome, or conſent they refirding themſelves. But , 
this he himſelfe clſivhere anſivereth roundly: © 14b4t au. FOO. 
thoritie had others afie# the Apoftles deathes to chaunee the Apo- 0 
fiolike governement ? Aud uch additions he calleth + Coy tPagag, © © 
rptions oftimes gwventions of men, and a tranſereſring of the 5: 
Commanndement of God for the traditions ff men. And'as © 
gaine he calleth this plainly * IntFufion, and Pre ſumption » Pag-t1.13 
- This ſuſficeth to ſhew &hat he well vnderſtadeth Hot ne cruth * l 
inthis cauſe, * 
2: Butnow it wilbe demanded: How can we then allow 
the Calling of the Miniſters in England, iudging them by 
the rule of Gods worde. 1 anſivere-Firſt this igeveralſuie 
ground (not inthe Schooles only; but) with all faithful 
Chriſtians reaſoning about any marter :' Chnſequcn? incor- 
* Sv0dinrnon foluit 1 gun, An incoro'nicnt con ſequerie ce 


Skttb mor dipay 40" Argument. we miſt nor then decline 
? H from 


. »- - FY 
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mo 
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” v0 - Iris NuxCngranrn To 
=.  fromthetruthfor any. inconvehience which may follow. 
=» Ratheritbchoyethvs tologke well to our ſelves & to our 
_- E's and ſtanding whetein we abide, and Chriſtian- 
=: he apr a7 to amend our error, Howbeit I ſpeak not 
- - - - thiasif Tabſplutly denied the whole Calling of our Mi- 
..- niſters; Idonotſo..The Lordknoweth there is none in 
England more vnwilling to runne ypon this rocke then I 
am. Andyetnevertheles I dare not, I'can not, (nor anic 
good Chriſtian e6)agreeto change Gods Ordinanccs at- 
terour occaſions.'. Wherefore I anſwer to this:queſtion 
-..- - thus: Formy part, belceve thatthe true ratification and 
-  warrantofour Miniſters calling which is by Gods word, 
ſtandethin this,& only in this, that our Viſible Churches 
doconſentand acceptthem whom they reccavefor ſuch. 
I ſay, theydo conſent and accept them, after what ſort {0- 
everitbe done. And this their conſent, I acknowledge,g1- 
veth them.(before God) their Miniſtery, though comoy- 
nedwith many,great,8: publike corruprions otherwayss. 
, In which reſpe& the Papiſtes.are ſoundly anſwered, 
- whocalumniat our Miniſtery as if either we had none at 
all or cls had that which we have from them. Againe this 


> *  anfverecthothers,who becauſe inour publikeorders there 
-  ,;,-, Aremanyevilsioyned withour Miniſters Calling which 


aregotto be1uſtitied, nor tobe communicated with,and 

| becauſe they are commonly eſteemed to have. their Cal- 
Y ling fromtheſe vnlawtullmeangs,viz. fromthe Digceſan 
- ; (NP nors withoutthe Church, thongh in deed it be 
y Not{o: therefore they do wholy and abſolutly deny -the 
_ Miniſteriein England, whichintrueth and by-good tea- 
Jonthey ought notto do abſolutly and alrogeather: How 
beit yet I{pcaknotthis in favor to ſuch perſons. or-Con- 

_ Bregationsamong vs, which do. evidently, appeare wa 
C1975 \ \ J C 


a F4, 


— Rzroausr Oynr Cuytcussy, "r = 
fuſe of wilfilnes Chriſtes Ordinances, and to ſpeakevil of 
_ thew ay of Ge >, Toward ſuch I can not deny but the A- 
poſtles* practi(c and precept ought to bee followed, who Tims. 5, 
teacheth in ti1's caſe 596 ing, < Separate from ſuch. 7 Hen 20 _ Ephe.5.1 
fellowſhi wth the wnſruitfull workes of darknes. * T ouch no n- 2008 L 
cleane thing. ** Marke them which cauſe (chiſmes and ſcandaltes 
_ 4 ded whichyou have learned, and avoid _ 


Reaſon 7. "'Y 
T O wantany maine part of the * ding appoin- 5z * 73 2 


ted meanes of falvation is **c6trary to Gods word tary we 
and neceffarie tobe reformed. | 1 Math. : 
- Buttheright and true Ducipline Eccleſiaſticall in 75 9 Ifa.50. 216 
proper Viſible k Cherck,] is one maine part. of the ordinary 
meanes of ſalvation * appointed by God for every ſoule: ,, *Meerlly 
and this wein England do vtterly want. 4 . 5 MaigtG, 1 
Therefore we inEngland inrepect of. Dill iſcipline and ,, 
Goverticment Eccleliaſticall do ſtand: contrarieto-Gods ,, 
word,and ought herein Lacey to bereformed, A 
i 
Where the Apoſtles true Succeſſor are ſpoyled of their ,, 


O thiceand MinſlteriCat binding avd lopng , fargi nee 
OUsS 


rayning of (candalous finnes, there is chilege 2 4 
there ought to be. of necellitie 4 reformation: to reſtbre , 20M 
them to this their ſpirituall* xightand dury,. .......-.\-..* 

.Butthe ordinariePaltorsgnd Teachers of al 


| they 7 22 Toh» 20, 23 


ches'in ndare theApaſilegtrue Sug Fo y 


are ſpoyled of the office of bindin cl rnfoangs 
retayning the (candalons finnes rus 


2/2; Therefore the ordinane NECES] an Thema Mee” 2 is 
Gourches in England do TJuffer Ein! of HIKES, 
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«bd © 
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_ dab of Neceſſtic tobe reſtored tothis their ſpiritu. 
-D _ rightand dutie which pram are held irom. 
"2 (1 OF 46860; i 1 
—- ' Where the Apoſtles trueSucceſforsare barred from w- 
{ach 16, 5 - tie *borh the Keycowhich Chriſthimſelfegave them & 
2%  »» putthemintriſtwithall, there thewlſe of botlr ought to 
:Tim,1, 2 bereftored tothem. Otherwiſe thow can theyſayin their 
"Fm. »» conſciences before God that they walke in their calling, 
bh. XY » andfulfill their Miniſtery, anddiſcharge their truſt? 
Cor.3.17 >>» And how canthe flocke aſluredly expcethar Heaven ſhal 
2» beopened tothem? | 
- 3» - Battheordinaric Paſtors and Teachers inall theChur- 
© .. 5 chesit andare theApoſtles true andonly Succefſors 
2**:.- 55 AMONEVS;2 ny ttregteiog can6be Keyes, 
HE Maj theK _ or governement,as it iscalled. 
_* Therefore iofth "4s odughtof necelhtic ts 
0 » berſored ro 
"Obedicrtt's th ce, 1. Sanin.r 5.22. 
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AX. FOOT denyatcChrifethe $aviour ts 
V- 4% our rp Propher and ſpiritual 
FE TIE 00 Kingib taking away from him ſom parts of his 
| miyy 35 Prophetic na! Offices, and ſcribing-the-fame 

4 3Hic'dinir of Chiiſt, 
iS*con- 


ops,8 ryconſo- 
ah pher 
6hinfom Preprpancl 


* * Therefore the Dioceſan ruling Biſhops,&c.do diminiſh » ® 
the honor and Gp os of Chriſt, they unpugne the foun- » 
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Catholikes do ioyne Men with Chriſtin all thefe 3.Ofh- 
ceo doour Dioceſans in the 2.former. 


dation of ſaving faith,and are contrarie to Gods word. 


” 
his Prophericall and Kingly Offices. For they hold found » 
and intire only Chriſtes Prieſtly Office: Brief, as the » 


2» 
» 1 


7” 


The Propoſition if it be wilely contidered,is playne, For ' 


itcan notbe doubted,but Chriſt Icſus hath 3.Ofhees: viz, 
he isour Prophet, King,and Prieſt; &by vertue of all theſe 


necef{anty to believethat Chriſt Teſus hath in his owne 
onely perſon all theſe 3.Ofhces imtireabſolur, and perfect, 


'In ſo mychthat jf any ſhall (with what colourſoever) c6- 


municate theſe Offices to others,denying them toChriſts 
fole and proper perſon, oranyof them, yea or any mani- 


3-properly heis our Saviour and Mediator. Againe weare - 


feſt and certaine part of them;the ſame verily do impugne -- 


the foundation of ſaving faith, and deprive Chrift of a 


part of his ſole and proper glorie: © Where al{o1 defire it - | 


may be rememb 


that Chriſt Ieſus thongh he properly 


worketh our Redemptis only by his Prieſtly' Officeythat - 


is,only by the Sacrifice of his owne ſufferings; yet hewor- 


keth our Salvatiort and accompliſherh hisMediationnoc .. 


bur by all theſe3.his Offices iomtly toveathier. So that ieis 


the errorof a nomber who'thinke; to beleeve only that 


Chriſt dyedfor vs,this is enouglito ſalvation; We need 
notto regard in'Chriltany' more, Wheteby men comon- 


ie forget the other pattes of Chriſtes glbtious Worke to- 


ward vs,viz.his holy compleat D o77rine, arid Governemert. 
But both theſe allv ought to be believe & yeeldedvnto 


"the perſon of6ur SaviourCirit intively'& wholy,cvevin 
pct asheis our Saviour'& Mediktor; no leflethenthe 
” 7 , H 


z "other, 
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© other;that he perfectly. ſuffered for vs,as our Sooner, 
This is well to be confidered. 
The A/ſuryption our adverſaries do make to be true. For 
* they take fro Chriſt lly.a ntaniteſt part. of his Pro- 
* - pheticall Office: and likewiſe ot his Kinegl FDffice. It is 2 
| - partof Chriſtes owne proper Propheticall Office toteach 
| *Proved in VS With authoritie by him ſelfe * alone in his owne word 
, -*poura ue and Teſtamentthe outward forme, nature, and conſtitu- 
And Heb. tion (which i is butonc)of all his Viſible Churches whe- 
| [3-2s 3,546, ther in Countries rich or poore, Monarchies or Demo- 
| John, 14/6, cratics,&c; likewiſcall the true Eccleſiaſticall Offices and 
| and16.13, Miniſteries,i in them, with every kinde of ation and thing 
, properly Eccleſiaſticall viedinthe.Church, orwherc oe. 
Mp yer els Religioully,-- Alſo iris a part of his proper Kinglic 
- «Matth.s. Office, <by him fe ro conſtitureand i inioyne the ſin 
e200 33% bay 4. only true forme of all his Viſible hos and 
| Laker 19.14 admit wherſoever none other; 5 piicually torule, toguide, 
.. and to bleſſevsin.them only,b his owne Miniſterics. and 
Tos 12.5 Ordinances inſtituted by him lelfe or by his Spirite in his 
; Lk 20.23, 'Apoltlesandby none other. + All which the forefaide 
; Dioceſeſan os Biſhops,8cc. do take from Chriſt him- 
_""ONCY ſelteperſonally, and do* permitthem.vnto Men. Saying, 
- gife agaialt KiSindiffcrent(and ſomwhere ſoratimes conyenicnt) tor 
- Mai.Care- Chriſtians thus to do. Therefore the Aſſumptionis true. 
"rg 376 3t -Itwilbe faid,if this be ſo,then likewile the ancient Wri- 


| ters als Bog AKA e,chry ofiome, nn, Loo, Oc. diderre 
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1, and believed; not fom partes of, the 
fundamental Offices of Chriſt aus Savior. Fot thoſean- 
cientes did hold ſundry Eccleſiaſtical Inventions of men, 
beſides that they, weretheſelyes Diocelan ruling Biſhops. 
:: Wherefore (by.this-reaſon) they diminiſhed not a little 

 ourSaap motel & healthfull Offices, both 


Pac- 
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' Theſamemuſlt beſaide likewiſe of our late bleſſed Mar. 
tyrs, Cranmer, Ridley, Latimer, Ferrar &c. 


Sp woomy 


Ianſhwer,we embrace thelc holy men of G od (both the 


elder and later) for theix other manifolde; teſtimonies, of 
pictic. Therefore we iudge. them as faixhfull ſervant& of 


- 


Chriſt according to that megfure of light wherein they li- 


ved. That is, they did generally and indiſtinly beleeye” 


and profeſle ſoundly all the, whole Offices of Chriſt to 
ſalvatio, Yeytrue itis they erred in theſe forelaid external 
partes pertayning to Chriſtes Prophecie and Kingdome 
through the common {away of the times then: the Myite. 
ric of iniquitie (that is Antichriſt) adyancing it ſelte day- 
le very much eyen by them, and by theſe their errors, 
though they for their partes were ynwitting 8& ynwilling, 
The caſe thus ſtanding with them, we-are-not to: doubt; 
but theſe their errors (though of them ſelves verygreat) 
were graciouſly pardoned in Chriſt: chiefly conſidering 
thattheſe matters were notthen examined nor any thing 
looked into;which with.vs now theſe 49. yeeres haye ben 
much dcbated, tried,and ſifted. Yeaand by Gods worde 


are ſo cleerliedifcovered,thatwe muſt needes now.lay, He 
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2 thatwh;ch the Lord by hs 


| Fang s $0 doby the Lords mercy his 
titie may be Fa we cannot be forgiven who are_ 
"wow warned ant infirotFed of the Lord. © © | 
> Yetfome wiltfhy; Wecan not ſhewany ſuch forme of 
AViſible Church ſomtimefor many hundreds of yearcs 
ogeather. Shall we then thinke thar this is Chriſts perpe- 
ordinance* Lanſwere,firſt for 2, hundred yeares af- 
ter Chriſt there is 'noTmhIAN can ſhew any other Wein of 4 
© VitibleChurch(butthis) any wherein rhe whole world, 
b” «s inthe next Aſſeriio? preſently (God willing) we ſhall 
| further ſee, Which(beſide the al-ſufficient word of God) 
is an excellent reſtimonie alſo *ntitherneed welooke fur- 
ther into Humane weitinges for the perpetual neceſſitie 
heereof.” Second: they wg lIifteo ſearch may finde argu- 
mentes of-divers particular Congregations being intire 
"0 Viſible Churches in all ages, I thinke. Howbeir,-what- is 
— _  thattovs: Muſtthe Chriſtian faith orany part of it, ſtand 
orfullbythereportof Mens ſtories'? Or may' we in this 
caſe Soncladeſoout them,Negatively * Mens writings men. 
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2 $1091 ſuch a Church at ſo mtime.T berfore then there was none, 
- _  Andfpeciallyeoinferrcthus; Therefore this not Chriſt or- 
: dinince ahi iyet meceſſavit far vs. To eſteeme mens writings 
- Go ſiſficientas that bythem we ſhould prove or difproves 
matterof Religion, I ſay, itis verie fooliſh atthe leaſt. 
> , Finally ourAdverfarics will obiect,that by theſe Aſſer. 
:.:,i4.; Honsand defences we detrat fromthe Kingsauthoriticde | 
owet:'namelyttius miſliking tharwhichhe alloweth; & 
ſpoil ICT an authority Eccleſiaſticallnot derived 
Im. 1an 


01 © Tanſwer;even ſodidevill & flanderons men 
accuſe the faithfull Chriſtians'in the primitive ago; They 


CIY- 


4 


that there is another King, one leſus. Our reply therefore yn- 
 tothemforthis ſhall ſtandin 4.points. r. We moſt glad. 
. | liedo*givewnto Ceſar the things that are Ceſars, but to God 
the things that are Gods. 2. © Colimmns Imperatorem vt homi- 
nem 4 Deo ſecundum, & ſolo Deo minorens. We honor the Kin 
| 454 man next vnto God, and inferior to God only. 3. Weglad- 
Leacknowledge that the King is, & __ to be Supreme 
overnor even in all cauſes and oyer all perſons Eccleſia- 
icall. Howbeit alwayes nm, now TrweTxEas : Cioilly, 
wot Spiritually or Eccleſtaitically: 4. The King is Cuitos. &5 
- Vindex, the Keeper and Maintainer (by compullive pow- 
er) of the whole ſtate of Religion. Buthe is not Awthoy or 
Minitler of any Eccleſiaſticall thing or Coſtitution what- 


ſoever. Will our Adverſarics yeeld more: Or is not this 


ſufficient I hope this ſhall ſuffice to ceaſe heerafter their 
ſlanders againſt vs in this cauſe. And thus much touching 
our firſt Aſſertion. | 


= 


The 2. Aflertion. 


For the ſpace of 200. yeares afier Chrift the Viſible Churchas 
vſmg governement were not Dioceſan Charches, but parts- 
onlar ordinary Congregations only: and the Biſhops (as they 
were particularly called after the Apoiiles) were only Part- 


' ſhionall not Dioceſan Biſhops, and differed from other Pa 


ſors in Prioritie of order not in Maioritic of rule. 


N this Aſſertion we obſerve 3. diſtin& partes. 1. A 
e Congregation k 
an 


: Yee was then but one Orcnaric 


— > Rironws Ovn'Cuvicnnt 531 
yed that,* Theſe all do again#t the decrees of Ceſar, ſaying 
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andgenerally in cach Citie then there was but one ſuck 

2. Congregation only. 2. The particular ordinary Con- 
gregations had in themſelves their owne governement 

"3. Eccleſiaſticall. 3, There was no Maioritie of rule,but Pri- 
oritie- of order only, in a Biſhop then compared with 

E other Paſtors, 

== T he fir#t is proved by theſe T eflimonies following, 

| | Fig nder thatin the Apoſtles dayes the orday- 


=> 


< 


” + Church ot many Churches in number, but one onely proper 
zz: Church or Congregation of Chriſtians. Which alio"a- 
epag.19.20 DOUCWeC further declared, * Then for the next age after, 
Tt. * Jenatias plainly ſheweth the common ſtate of the vittble 
> Ann0190 'Ohurches in'this time alſoto be ſuch : where he thus wri- 
4 Ignat.ad terth;}1Mithout 4 Biſhop, without 4 Senate of E lders,without Deca- 
3 oy As C085 , 7c. X&fm.TSTWY innhtdia DATE £x 5351, 5 dunl8gooue TAY & yiww, & 
7  dwayuyh ber. Without theſe there is no Church, no company of 
of Saints.no holy Cogregation. Which proveth thatthencach 
Citic had but only one ordinary Cogregation of Chriſti. 
ans. Sith doubtles each Citie then had but one ſuch Senat. 
of Elders, and but one Biſhop, in 1gnatizs vnderſtanding. 
Furtheralſo he perſwading the Church of Philadelphia to 
ynitic and concord faith. © 1 exhort you wſe one Faith,one 
Preaching one ſupper of the Lord,cc.For there js but oneCom- 
rune T able s tunravigtr ndex v3 indie 10 the whole Church(heere 
in this Ciric)and one Biſhop with a company of Elders and Dea- 
be [5 - death in this 5 "x there was then but one Or- 
. ainary Congregation of Chriſtians. Neither ſpeaketh he 
'of this Churth in Philadelbis as being of ar oh forme 
or conſtitution then other Churches then were, bur in- 
eccdas being conformable and Vke to the manier of the 
' : relt, 
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reft. Tfwe tranſlate *44y 13 jvanigas ſom like better[t0 every 
Church ]diſtributively,then our Aflertion is more cleercly 
zvonched. Againe touching the Church of Philadelphia 
he faith, * 7 he Biſhop is Gods Ambaſſador to 4 people ni th avrs 
mirgdres that are togeather in one place. Lal rnnng ellwhcre 
to the ſame effect he ſaith ſo much touching an other Vi. 
ſible Church, namely in the Citic Magueſpa, © ndvry int 73 
&v]o in 74 wpocuwy 7 hue buvight Di, min Þind's 134 nor7h, hrs vOTg, aim T1, Bee. 
All of you com togeather into the fame place to prayer, Let there be 
bt one common prayer,one minde,one Fn 5 te 

leitin Martyr ſhewing the maner of the Churches wor- 32+ 
ſipping of Godin the Cities where they then were, ob- 
ſeryeth the very ſame. Saith he; * Tg v# is Myouiry iwige 
HeavToy xere mois 5 (yf55 aavorrery i71 To 2v78 SUrpAvers yivelar. OP the Apoiogoty | 
Sonday as it is called All(the Chriftians) dwelling in the Cities, or © * ye 
abroad in the Country, do com togeather into the ſame place, &c. 
It is very like that this was ſpecially ſpoken of the Church 
of Romethen: ſeeing there 1«/7in wrot and offered yp his 
Apologie to Antonimus the Emperor. Though with all he 
ſignifieth that he meancs orhcr Churches in other * Ci- « «xe 8 
tics,and in Country-places likewiſe indifferently, There. 19% _ * 
fore then,'All the Chriſtians in cach Citie (yeathole in 
Rome) made not divers butone conſtant and ordinary 
Congregation only, . 

Ireness in his time obſcrveth no materiall difference 
betweene Biſhops and Preſbyters Miniſters of the word. 
Which is a plame argument that Biſhops then were not li 
Dioceſan Biſhops oyerlceing may coſtantly diſtint Con- * Trenz. libs 
grcgations, but were Paſtors of one particular ordinary Tradtio wt 
Congregation only.Thus he ſaith,*Traditiozue ei ab Apo- {tri iinm 
fools per ſucceſionem Preſbyteroram cuftoditur. The tradition Fan = 8 
which is taken from the Apoitles is kept by ſucceſsia of Preſi w_ pen oo 
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In the ſame placealſo : Epiſcopi ab ApoZtolis inftituti in Erele- 
ſys & Succeſſores eorum vſque ad nos. Biſhops ordayned by the 
CApoFtles in the Churches, and their Succeſſors vptull onr times. 
Where alſo the Romane Biſhops CLnrcetus, Pins, Hyginus, 
he nameth Presbyters. By all which it is evident, that the 


. name Biſhop & Preſbyter was not yer exactly diſtinguiſhed 


as after 1t was,but remayned yet(as it were) common and 
indifferent to all- Miniſters of the word,even fo as it was 
vied by: the Apoſtles in their writings. Alſo itappeareth 
heereby that there was not then any kind of Dioceſan Bi- 
ſhops.For the name then oughtto hauc ben very diſtinct, 
and peculiar to him, as afterward it came to paſle. Much 
lefſe had any Biſhop a power to rule overa whole Dio- 
ceſle. Otherwiſe Irexeus ſhould nothaue vicd theſe names 
and termes then fo indiffterently. 

Tertullians teſtimony allo ſeemeth very agreable in this 
point. Where ſpeaking of Chriſtians qrdinary Congre- 


ian. gations in Cities in his time he ſaith Corpus ſumus, &c. we 


are all one Body, &c. Andagaine Coimmus in Cetum & ag- 
greeationem, ec, Weall com togeather into a Company 
and Congregation. He ſaith not plurally i cetus & aggre- 
gaviones into divers Companies & Congregations; ſhed. 
y it ſeemeth he ſhould and would haue faid, if there had 
ben then in one Citie many ordinary conſtant Congre- 
gations. Specially ſceirig he ſaith alſo of the ſame ſingular 
Congregation : 4bidem ( ef) Cenſura divina : iudicatur 
magno cum pondere, &c. There are divine Cenſures exerciſed. 
T he: indgement is given with great waight, &c. Which ſurely 
was done in every ſuch conſtant Congregation as before 
he ſpake of. And yetbut in one ſingular Congregation & 
not in many,norin one over many conſtantly appointed 


Fuſchua 


\ 1a one Citicat that time. 


c 200, Yr inns Apren Cunt ry, Nt 

© Exnſebius Hiſtory ſheweth thatthe Churches ofthe moſt yg, 
famous Cities were each of them primitinely no more 
buta Pariſh only; that is, but one ordinary conſtant Con- 
gregation only. As where henameth the Church of Te- « Eufe. Bhs 
ruſalem *the Pariſh of —_— the Pariſh of * B- 9.4.8 
pheſus,and ſo of © Alexanaria,ot 4 Hirrapolis,of © Corinth , of < Lib.3-13. 
f Sardis, of 8 Lyons, divers Churches the ® Pariſhes of Crete. "102+ ** 


.T.19, 
He no where mentioneth many Churches" nor Pariſhes dLib 3.32 
ynder one Biſhop in any Citie till Iulianus rime.in Alex- * es 
andria, as before we obſcrved. Lib. 5.5. 
| $2 - , » ak Lib.4.23 
By Epiphanius teſtimonie alſo our Aſſertion is maintal» *(q 
ned. Who faith Primitiuely * i» a ſmall Cogregation a Biſhop » Epiph 
was ordayned alone without other Prel byters afliſting «6tr.Haue 
him. And in ſom places only Preſbyters and Deacons without 7 " 
4 Biſhop. In other a +7 is in great & populous Con- 
gregatios where they had mcete men to be choſen, there they 
-choſein each of thema Biſhop with other aſſiſtant Pref: 
byters. By which Fappearcth conſequently that every- 
where a Biſhop then was but of one particular Congre- 
gation only whether greater or ſmaller. 
T he ſecond part is proved, | 
NEither lerany imagine that theſe particular Congre- The pant- | 
gations then wanted their owne Ecclefiaſticall go- #2: Con- 
yernment among themſelves only. Ir is moſt evident that had their I 
they had it & exerciſed it only within themſelues ordina- Ye 8% 4 
nily. Which is plaihe by that of 1enatizs writing to one of Ecclefiaſti- | 
them thus : zguriy isiv Gul ws tnandle bhE Xegororitar mor imiduamroy ouby. _ vy | 
Wt is mect for you as being the Church of God to choſe by common  Philad. 
6oſent your Biſhop. And to an other particular Church thus, 
* auf4iy innandia mano rs 7) watore 1n7he Church (which is with you at *AdSmyms, | 
* Smyrna) there is not any thing aboue the Biſhop. He meaneth 
the Biſhop or Paſtor of the particular Congregation is of 
I 3 greatctt 
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; GL No D1een "ay B, Bu yYO.L2 
grcateft authoritic and aboue any other there whomſoe- 
ver. So thatthey nn Fongfeganon had all governe- 
ment fimply and ſolely among themſelves. He ſpeaketh 
heere of governing Tmwaruss Sprritually, not mrimis Civilly, 
For thus the Magiltrate is Supreme both inand over cach 
| _ "iP Churchandwhatſocyer Church matters, as Mai. Beza re- 
"ce. de Ex. ligioufly and dutifally * ſpeaketh, 8& weTbetore obſcrycd. 
com. &&Pre- Yeaverily thus the Magiſtrat is ſupreme whether he care 
hook ;—, forthe Carch.or care not. Hence therfore we conclude, 
L---- thattheſeparticular Churches hadthe ordinary Eccleſia- 
ſticallpovernment of themſelves amongchemſelves. Ter- 
full; alſo in the place before cited ſheweth ſo much, ſpca- 
king of each particular ordinaric Congregation in his 
M dayes: Ibidem (e#) cenſura divins. Indicatur magno cum pon- 
| Apel.6 39. derewt apud cerios de Dei conſpettu. Preſident probati quique 
WW - Seniores..Thrre are divipe Cenſures, T hey inde with great 
waight and adviſednes,as being ſure thatGod ſecth them.T J 4p 
proved Elders are the chiefe,or ds governgtheſe Cenſures. Ther- 

forcall particular ordinary Congregations inioyed their 
owne [pirituall goyernement then in thoſe times .. There 
I is no ſuſpicion of any reſtraint or abridging of them ther- 
= Anne 269. intill Diony/ins the 1 3.Biſhop of Alexaxnaria,at the ſooneſt, 


2" «p08 The third part is proved. 
Mo Maio- PEfides the teſtimonies before alleaged, Ambroſe in plain 
._- Firic of rule, | 


= only  Wordestelleth vs this,that primitively *.4 Biſhop was no 
© Prioriie of more but primes Presbyter, t/e foremo?t m order among the 


-— ereee tn ® other Miniſters of the word in the Synods,or wherethere 
© Bikop- 1yereotherin the ſame Congregation with him. There- 
xm... forctheBiſhop then differed notinMaioritie of rule from 
| Bb. any other Paſtor. And therefore then there was no Dioce- 
4 


+3 fanChurchvſing governcment, nor Dioceſan Biſhop ru- 
ling ther Paſtors and Churches, Much lefſe was there 
' os | \ ay 
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#my Dioceſan Lord Biſhop then, P | 

© Terome doth likewiſe : Wherehe faith, * 4 Biſhop and _ 8. 

@ Flder or common Paſtor , by Divine infiitution and ordi-  _ ad 
vt yagr-& in 

nance.are all one. And Matoritieamongrthem came in bythe Tit... © 

enflomeof the Church and Humane diſpoſitzon. He meaneth 

Maioritte of Ruling, becauſe he ſheweth heere that for- 

merly all did rule ©» common. Wherefore by: his iudge- « ;, ,zmmns 

mentthere yas notar the firſt any Maioritie of rule in a 97 ommas 

Biſhop over Paſtors. Much lefſe were thereany Dioceſan rm» fie. 

L, Biſhops ruling by their ſole authoritie in thoſe times, 

Som Prioritie in order, we doubt not, was alyayes : Firſt 

Pariſhionall, and then Dioceſan fom good while after, as 

beforeis ſhewed. Yeathe Pariſhionall prioritie of order 

was (ve deny not) conſtant, yea even among Paſtors 

who had otherwileall one Ofhceintirely. I fay, this was 

wherethere were divers Miniſters of the word in one pat- I 

ticular Congregation. As we doubt not there were in 7 

ſom places. Now forthis matter, viz. Biſhops Maioritic ; 

ingovernementabove Preſbytcrs, and alſo concerning 

teromes Opinion thereof, it is not amiſſeto obſerve what 

D. Bilſon alſo; hath taught and avouched. In his * Firſt ».agang 

Booke he ſayeth, It was not by the inititution of Chrift, nor the Semina, Þ 

his Apoſtles, but long after by the conſent of the Churches, the *,x 

Cuftom of the tymes, and the will of Princes . Where alſo he | 

ſheweth that this was Jeromes iudgementlikewiſe ,- How-' 

ſoever ſince (I can not tell how,nor why) D.Bifontchan- + Perper. 

ged much his minde heerein: and ts with no more diſ- 77502» 

crepance from himſclterhen from the trueth,and fromal- 238. 

moſt all learned men belide both ancient and later: 

Further, this realon prooveth the preſent whole Aſſer- 
tion. If the word iowa vicd religiouſly for a Church ,, 9- 
Viſible with order and goyernement, do and ought to. , 
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No Drocrian B.Buyons” 
keepe in all good Authors a iuſt oo pray anſ{iwerable 
to the Civill and Originall vie thereof, then it muſt needs 
be in proper {ignification a particular Cogregation only, 


' For Originally and Civilly in all Grecke Authors imuci« | 
ſignifierh one particular Aſſembly in www apap only,as an 
H 


s.in Cormth, Os 
'  Anro in their publike 1dgement-place. 
vident by the writinges of Plato, Demoithenes, 
Iſocrates,Xenophon,g&c. Yeain the * Actes of the Apoſtles 
wedofinde itlikewiſe fo vied. 

'Bnt the Apoſtles and other Eccleſiafticall writers for 
200, yeares after Chriſt viing this worde for a: Viltble 
Church with order and governement do ſpeak properly, 
and ſo ought to keepe a1uit proportion in itanſ{werable to 
the Civill and originall vie Tomas This ſentence is vn- 
doubtedly true and vndenyable. Ifany think he can ſheiy 
to the cont12rie,let itbeſhewed. 

Thereore the Apoſtles and other Eccleſiaſticall Wri- 
ters, for 200, yeares ſpace after Chriſt vſing this word for 
a Vitb'c Church withrorder and governement, do ſigni- 
he by it aparticular Congregition only. Anditno where 
lignifieth in thema Dioceſan Church,8&c. | 

Where note that the ſtrength of this reaſon ftandeth 
wholy in the proper taking and vſing of this. word tune 
a Church, The Adverſaries error hath adyantage by the 
improperandambiguous vie of it : which is Sophilticall. 
Yeaif you will, their ſenſe is a «falſe ſenſe of it; wherein 
yet it is often yſed in Writers and in common ſpeach for 
want of due regard. By which meancs alſo ſundry other 
errors have crept in heeretofore & much prevayled, even - 
by mifyaderſtanding of certayne wordes. As we may ice 
| by 


Aſſembly ofthe people at Athens.in Ephe 
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260. Yranns Apr 6, 
In Kegereony, #1us, Udwner, 42hie, initxenes: atnd in Latin Meritam,y Equivocall | 
Penitentia,Crux, Sacramentum,C7. . | | _—_ 

Outofall thoſe Teſtimonics before alleadged, this ge- 
nerall reaſon may be concluded. NoDiocelan Church ,, 1& 
or Biſhop was knowen or once heard of in the world, till ,, 
many diſtin ordinary Congregations began to be ap- » 
pointed in one Citie. » 
But there was no Multiplication nor diſtin&tion of ma- ,, 
ny ordinarie and conſtant Congregations in a Citie, till ,, 
about 200.yearcs after Chriſt. Som coiecture,it was long , 
aker this. No man fheweth that it was before this. The ,, - 
truth in deed heercof, that for this while generally in each 
Citie there wasbur one ordinary conſtant Congregation 
of Chriſtians, hath ben plentifully ſhewed in the Prootes 
of this 2. Aſſertion before going. | 
Therefore till about 200. yeares after Chriſt there was 
no manner of Dioceſan Church or Biſhop knowen, nor ,, 
onceheard of in all the Chriſtian world. No not the Dio-. ,, 
_ Titular Biſhop : much lefle any Dioceſan ruling. ,, 
Biſhop. 
Where yet we deny not but that one. particylar Con- | 
greeation or Church wr populous might occalionally as before | 
and vncertainly in the time of perſecution for their ſafetie »* neces” 
ſake aſſemble in divers ſmaller Meetings. As alſo they did *'* © & 
we doubt not, many times within the ſpace of theſe 200. 
yeares after Chriſt. Howbeit yet thele ſmaller Mectings 
were not ſo many Churches praperly: becauſe they were 
not ordinary {ett Companics, nor. conſtantly diſtinct So- 
cictics, as Churches ought to be,and as our Pariſhes now 
are. Thoſe diyers Occafionall and yncertaine meetings | 
made but oe Church and ordinary Congregation, yea 48.6,2 
though the, whole nomber were too populous . on 
K u 
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6s No' Droenvan B. Brrorts 
aAuall Aſſembly ordinarily, Tt is trite'in ſuch caſe they 
- ought to diſtinguiſh and diſtributthemſelves into divers 
comperentſer Co tions which ſhould be ſo many 
properand intire Churches. But when they are (as they 
werein thoſe primitive times) dayly in great perill of cru- 
ell perſecution, they may with reaſon remaine ſomwhile 
vndiſtinguiſhed, & not ſo diſtribute themſclyes,whichin 
time of peace and fafetie they always ought rodo, Wher- 
in no tom Reformed Churches wee. Seas do {ceme 
- to offend. e APE 7 
Ifany fay the troubleſomnes of thoſe times or the yong 
agcof the Churches whowere not yet growen vp to pcr- 
feion, cauſed that therE were no Diocthn' Churches 
with governement nor Dioccſan ruling Biſhops then. 
And we take advantage of the ſpecial ſtate of thotetimes, 
vrging itto our purpoſe generally. | 
Tanfwer, we vrgefromtheſtate and order of the Apo- 
| ſtolike primitive Churches nothing but whar is generall 
in them, and ought to be perpetual with vs. So that nei- 
therthe troubleſomnes othale times, northeyoung age 
of the Churches then do give vs our advantage. Fornot- 
withſtanding - theſe ſpeciall Circumftances the Viſible 
Churches viing gouernement and the Biſhops then, 
might have ben very well Dioceſan and Provinciall, if 
Chriſt had ſo inſtituted and the Apoſtles had fo framed 
and leftthem. Nothingin the world hindereth but they 
might eafily have ben fach even in thoſe times. But the 
world knew none ſuch then, asT have ſaid. And it is im- 
pictie to ſay Chriſtes Churches were vnpertect then, as 
touching their Viſible forme & conſtitution, their Mini- 
ſtery,and the whole Tarwfull order of worthipping God in 
them. Orthat the times fince have made them more per- 
” tea 


200, Ynains Arran Cunrey, 67 
ſe then they were as the Apoſtles lefr them. Wherefore 
tfis advantage do we ſtandypon,andthis dowe vrige,viz, 
the ſameparterneand forme of Viſible Churches 
povernenment that was then vniverlally praQiſed & recea- 
yed immediatly fromChriſt and the Apoſtles;which was 
Pariſhional/nor Dicceſanas hath ben declared, 


The 3- Aflertton. 


T he Scriptures of the New TeHament do containe & ſet forth 
unto vs (beſides the governement by Extraordinarie Offi. 
66s, _Apoitles Prophets Evangeliftes ) an ordinarie forme 
of Church-governement vſed then. 


Finthe New Teſtament onekinde of a ViſibleChurch » !-Reafo 


vinggovernement and noother is to befound, alſo if » 2 5** Be= 

ſpeciall diſtin ordinarie Ofhces for Chwrch-governe. » lon 3K 
ment, and ſpeciall Actions therevnto belonging, be ſert »» Rex 
downe therein, then the Scripture contaynetha ſpeciall -» » LAN 


forme of Church-government which was ordinary then. »» — ''F 


Butin the New Teſtament * One kinde)of a Viſible z» Phil.1. 14 
Church viing governement (namely a raxticular ordina- » pas, 

rie Congregation) and no otheris found: alloſpeciall di- ,, At14.28 
ſtin& ordinaric Offices for Church-governement are ſet ,, ©; 7's 


17. compel 


downe therein, as Pariſhionall > ziſhops or Pa#ors,aridan ,» redwithf 
ether ſort of (not Lay but Eccleſiaſticall) * E/ders,who by » &\' Tax 


their Ordinary office were only to afliſt in governement. , £28 
om.12. 


Third: the ſpecial Actions belonging to Church-govern- ,, | cor.1 


ment arealloet downe in the Scripture; as Fleion of Mi- ,, 2% E:: 


Adde the ancient Writers: Ignat. Epiſt.ad Trall, Tarf, & Smyr. Tertull. Apol,c. 39. & d 
Baptilme. Ambria 1. Tim,s Gin 1,Cor, 12,28, Icrom-in Ifa.3.Augutt.Epilt,t37, 
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niſters, Excommunication of \piritualloffendors, &c. 
Thetfore the Scriptureof the/New Teſtament cotayneth 
aſpeciall ftorme-of Church-governement ordinary then. 
- Whereitisto benoted, that'in/ thoſe-firſt riumes there 
werealſo thoſeother Officers inthe Churches : _Hpoities 
Ewvangeliftes and Prophetes.But they had Calling and gittes 
inmediatly from God;the others Calling was alwaycs by 
men. They abode not in'one'Chureh, as the other did, 
Theirgovernmentand vie was not perpetuall but tempo- 
rary and cxtraordiarie. They theretore hindered not the 
other, neither can they now hinder: The rather {ith they 
do not now remaine;burare cealed. - 
Alſo, thoſe Pariſhionath Biſhops and thoſe other Elders 
affiſtingin overtime lidelific in thcir Ordinary office. 
Yeathough they both did fomtimes Preach,Sc: yet thus 
they differed notwithſtanding. But aPariſhionall Biſhop 
or Paſtor cannot differ in his ordinary office of Preaching, 
&c.fromanElder who is alſo by .ordinary office a Prea- 
cher,8&c. Therefore he is heerean other Church Elder, 
viz.by ordinary office no Preacher, but only a helper in 
governement, who in thoſe forenoted places is ſpoken of, 
and differeth in his ordinary office plainly from every Bi- 
ſhop orPaſtor. + 
Yetſam obiet vehemently, thatall Elders in the Pri- 
mitive Churches who liſted! the Biſhop in government, 
were very Paſtors : ſceing they had power to preach the 
word,8&c; And that thoſe mentioned;namely in 1gn4tiys 
and Tertul;anbetorealleaged,were only ſuch. And there- 
forethen therewerenoneſuch only governing Elders at 
all.as we conceave.. | 
Lan{wer, Thatthey differed eyen then in their ordina- 
ric oficefrom Paſtors itis cleere and queſtionles(not only 
4 + Ml 
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in thoſe fore-alleaged places of Scripture, but alſo) in the 
foreaid ancient writers /enatzns,and Tertallan;8&c.Yet for 
more evidence to this point which ſom labour mightily 
- toobſcureand darken, 1 afhrme that Preachme and Inter- 
preting Gods word is of 3.fortes in the Scripture, and fo it 
was vicd in the firſt Churches after. :.:Weread of Prea- 
ching which was by * ordinary office. 'This, we ſay, the 
Paſtors & Teachers only did pertorm. 2: Thatwhich was 
for exerciſe and for trayning vp,for the making of fomapt 
and able for the Miniſterie of the word, yeaand tor a tur- 
ther increaſe of giftes even in the Miniſteric themſclyes. 
This was the exerciſe of Prophetic or Interpretatio,as the 
« Scripture cAlleth it. Wherein were receaved ſom * Lay * ! C914 
men, namely by the Churches order ..And then fo-like- EY 
wiſe might the Deacons, & Elders allo fomtimes Preach, == 
though they were no Preachers by'oftice. Nevertheleſſe 

yet weacknowledge the Preachers were and ought to be 

the chiete heerein. But thezfort of Preaching is'moſtof 

all heere to be marked. Third. vpon occaſion (in Chu #3: 
ehes without order and ſcattered, and alſo vnto perlons 

who were not yet gathered to any Church) there was 
Preaching which was generall and common tor *alltrue ,,,...- 
Chriſtians lively Members of Chriſt, indued with giftes 9. 

ef knowledge & ſound iudgement in Religion. In which 
ſenſe Ambroſe is to be vnderſtood, where he ſaith that in 
the firſt times every Chriſtian preached the worde. Nei- 
theris itnowatfault buta ſingular vertue for godly Houle- 
halders to inſtructin the word of God their owne chil- 
dren and ſ{ervantes. Howbeit in Churches orderly gover- 
nedand ſetled, no privat Chriſtian may preſume, neither 
did any then preſume publikely to preach or interpret the , __, « , 
word, except forſom f eciall reaſon he were {pecially ap- | | 
| K 3 pou 


Preaching 
of 3 . lortes, 


| | Cor. 1 qi, 
30. 


Ambro.s -þ 
Ephe. 4+ | 
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'--- > pointed ſotodo by thelawful Governors of the Church, 
 Andfodid fompreach publikely, yea in the very Chur- 
 ches afterthe Apoſtles, being even but Lay men as /enats. 
#5 and Teriulhan do witnes in the forelaid places , Where 
» theyſhew,thatalſotheDeacons did and might preach af-. 


ter this maner, And alſo that the Elders which were ord 


| - narie Aﬀfiſtantes in governement, did and might preach 
+... - - thus likewiſe. Ifay ſtill.after this 3.manner, that is like as 
 _ -thevery Lay mendid, andas the Deacons did, that is not 
| by their ordinary office, but by the Paſtors and Biſhops 
ſpeciall appointment to them all. Wherefore this proveth 
\ not theElders there ſpokenof to be Preachers by Office: 
Z nay it proveth plainly the contraric,that by their ordinary 
bay. office they were not Preachers, but only governing El- 
B&. ders. Andthis is the purpoſe that we alleage them for. 
Finally we may obſerve thatſom ſhadow of them ſee- 
meth {till to remayne, though greatly corrupted, in the 
Church Wardens of our Pariſhes. Yea Gm ſuch depravario 
and degeneration.in them was begun (we doubt not) in 
Ambroſe, lerome,and AuFtines time : although yet the an- 
_ tructh appeareth well cnough thereby notwithſtatt 
ng. 


TT 
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The 4. Afertion. * 


 Theordinary forme of Charch governemcnt ſet foorth unto 
ws inthe New Teftament, owght tobe kept ſtill by vs : it is 
; Pot changeable by men.and therefore it only is lawful, 


= 


R nN 
W . 

oo. 

aA . 


FF the ordinary forme of Church-governement aps 
pointed by Godin hisword, was never fincc "owe 
N c 
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led by himſelfe,then * the ſame remayneth ſtillappointed.,, « aar.23; 
for ys; itis ſtill neceſſary,and isnot changeable by men, '.,» 22; _. 

& Butthe ordinary forme of Church-goyernement ap-.,z «4. Neſs 
pointed by God inhis word,and ſpecified before in our 3..,, '- Ti=6 
Aſſertis,was never ſince repealed nor chiged by himſelf,,z © 

Therfore the ſage remaineth ſtill appointed by God for ,, 
vs, it is now ſtil neceſſarie, & is not chageable by any men. ,, 


; Tfevery lawfull Viſitle Church viing governement, &>» 
alſo tf every lawtull Church-Office, and Action,oughttor»? 
be particularly allow&d by God in his word, then the or-:»» 
dinaric forme of Church-governement ſet forth vnto vs» 
inthe new Teſtament, is neceſſary for vs now ſtill, ttis vn. >» 
changcableand only lawfull. | 2 

Bur every lawfull Viſible Church vſing governement;'-> ., nu Þ 
and alſo _y lawfull Church Office, and Action * ought 5» 1Reaton, 


2 Reaſon 


tobe particularly (as touching the kinde thereof) allowed » #:5.4 
in Gods worde, v.35, 
1 Cor.1l, XZ 


 Thereforethe Ordinarie forme of Church-governe- -» & 7x. 
ment ſet downevnto vs in the New Teſtament,js neceſſa-'» Ephe. 4+ | 


11,112,123, 


rie for vs now ſtill, it is vnchangeableand only lawtfull. 5 tim; 2;; 
| Iob,10. 1. 
Heereynto (fora concluſion) let vs adde certaine lears 7" 


ned mens very cleere Teſtimonies, which perſons yetare 

no way partiall for vs. Doctor Bilſon (who'is now Lord Bis 
_ of Wincheſter) ſaith thus : *1e mui? notframe what ©D. Bilſon þ 
kinae of Regiment we lift for the Minifers of Chriftes Church, mg 
but rather obſerve and marke what maner of externall governe- 

ment the Lord hath be#t liked and allowed in his Church ever 

fromthe begining. And, * 1t is certaine we mu#t not chooſe out 

the corruptions of zime nor twuentions of men,but aſcend tothe > * Pag.M9o 
eraginall ordinance of God, and thence derive our platforme of 
Church-governement. To dootherwile, is To tran(re(ſe the 
9 (078 
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$Pag.49. . 80mmmandement of God for the traditions of pren. *The Apo7les 
had their mouthes and p:nnes direfted and guyded by the Holy 
Gho#t into all tructh ofoel of dotrinc as Diſcipline. The A po 
ſtles © ſet an order among#it Chriitians in all things cream far 
the governement, continuance, peace, and vnitie af the Church. 
* hat authoritie had others after the Apo3tles deathes to change 
the-Apoitolike governement ? t They that hav: authority in te 
Church muſt looke not only what they challenge but alſo fro whore 
they derive it: If from the Apoſtles,then are they their Succeſſors: 
_ If from Chriſt as colleagues toyned with the Apoſiles, we muſt find 
that conſociation in the Goſpell, before we cleere them from intru- 
ſion. No man ſhould take this honoy unto himſelfe but he that ts 
called of God as the Apoſtl:s were. If they be called by Chriſt yead 
their aſsignation from Chriſt : if they FA not, ſurceaſe that pre- 
ſumption. * If the name [of Diocclan Biſhop] were new and 
lately invented y mn,the loſſe thereof were not great: yea retay- 
ning the name they muſt be knowen to be of men and not of God. 
Heereynto accordeth D, Sutcliffe in his booke intituled 0. 
ow an. *-2ganſt N.D. where herefurting the calling of the Teſu- 
gifs, or O. Itcs,{aith thus: 14 7s not enough to ſay that they have a rule and 
'K. againſt ſearing, and live orderly - but they muſt. have their Office and 
116, FOallingallowedby Chriſt leſus, if they meane #0 take pon thers 
the office of Paſtors Teachers and Governors in Chriſtes Church, 
Wherefore either let them ſhew themſelues to have a lawfull cal- 
line, or let them not thinke mach to be thruſt out as intruders. 
We doe + a etther in the Epiſtle tothe Epheſians,chap 4.07 the 
firſt Epiſtlezo the Corinthians, chapt. 12. any ſach extraverant 
Friars. Thus do both theſe learned men(and out no great 
friends) maintainewithvs ſingularly The Scriptures Perſe 
3 #on eyenin theſe outward Eccleſiaſtical ryatters. Yeafur- 
E ther conſidering the Scriptures phraſe & maner of ſpeach 
perpetually ſ1gnitying that there is not only One —_ 
| Church 


TBag 1339+ 
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Church of Chriſt properly, but Many in number in the ; 
world; noronly one ina Nation or Province, but many, 
8s before * we have declared : therefore one of theſe (viz. * Pag. 1K 
the B.of Wint.) is to be well obſerved how he avoucheth _ *® 
the holy Scriptures perfeion alſoeven for the phraſe and 
mancr of ſpeach, and how vnlawfulla thing he holdeth ie 
to be to oſs any t new wordes(ftor religious matters)other 
the the yery Scripture victh. Thus generally heafhrmeth, 
though he applicth it to another point the now we ſpeak 
of. Saith he © What 1 reade inthe word of God that 1 beleeve, 
what 1 donot reade that I do not beleeve. In Gods cauſes we may 
not eafely leave Gods wordes, and with a new kinde of ſpeach make 
way for a new kind of faith. We mutt learne from God what to be- 
leeve , & not by corretting or inverting his words teach him how 
fo \ cars This relig'ous ſtriftnes even touching the words 
O 


| 


Scripture,is indced(I graunt)to be held religiouſly and 
perperually,vnderſ{tanding the words to be ſuch as cither 
the Scripture it {elſe victh, or may by neceſſaric conſe- 
quence be provedand allowed trom the very Scripture. 

But now how vniuſtly are we vied by them, yea how 
enchriſtianly, when toward vs they will ſtand to nothing 
of all this: and yer (for{ooth) all muſt go-ſtill on their 
fide. The very Papites do ſec and acknowledge this that 
I tay; viz. both that theſe grounds of the Scriptures abſo- 
lut pertection in all Ecclchiaſticall matters (whereon we +, ,,. 
exactly do {tand) are the|true and right principles of the true Prote- | 
Proteitants Religion, & allo that the Dioceſan L. Biſhops, ***: 
do, and muſtneedes turnc away from theſe principles, & 
deny them when they deale with vs:and muſt ioyn plain- 
lie with the Catholikes in their anſwers,if they will main- 
taine themſelves. Thus ſay they, when/one objected that » Newes 
* The Puritens (as they fallely and maliciouſlic a _—_—_— 


. - + . 
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would certainly be extinguiſhed if the Queen ſhould live ary 
mombcy of* yeares. T uſh faith an other, you are deceaved. Nay 
PE is much more poſcible and _ it is, that the Puritan ſhall over- 
com the Proteftant, then the contrarie. For that the Puritan 
buildeth direly wpon the Proteitants firit gromnds in Religion, 
and deduceth thereof cleerely and by ordinary _— all his 
"Ir concluſions. Which the Proteitant can not deny by Divinity but 
*The Ca- ply by Policie and hnmane ordination, or by tzrning <to Caths- 
| = like anſwers contrary to their owne principles. And it is hard for 
; -Syot any man ſincerely to be a Proteſtant,but that he will eaſily paſſe— 
the like, 4lſo.07 (»2ore or leſſe) to bea Puritan, And only they in effect will 
$87» be azainit them, who are intereſſed in the other ſide ( as Archbi- 
ſhops, Biſhops, Arthdeacons, Canons, Notaries, Regiters, Civil 
Lawyers,and the like) for not leeſing their Commodities, &&c. 
This do the very Papiſtcs diſcerne and confefſe . Where- 
withallthey prophelie alſo (as itwere) if the Proteſtants 
Religion be not rooted our, that the Puritanes profeſſion 
will finally prevaile both againſt the common Proteſtants 
and the Catholiks alſo. Which ſom with vs much fearing 
| and vngractouſly ſtriving againſt, when they could not 
#$cotizing endure * ovr hope of one Darius comming to build vp the 
fs fe Di 1 cmpleof God among vs, they made it ng leſſe then a 
Fiptine, pz Treaſonable mind in vs when we could not conceale in 
3%. deed{uchahopethat wehad long agoe of this Princes af- 
ter-comming, Wheretorealſo they maintayned Semina- 
ric Prieſtes (very Traitors in deed) publikly to taxe this 
our moſt Chriſtian & Noble Darizs (whom God hath of 
N Qnoali his lngular mercy now ſent ynto vs) as a Puritan King, 
p2g-26,27, faying : © The Puritans have Princes none at all ( wnleſſe it be 
exe) ontheir ſide. Their malice was thus mooved, becauſe 
they werenot ignorit of the Kings moſt holy & religious 
Confeſcion of his faith made long fince and publiſhed tothe 
view 
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view of the world, as no other, Kinge in Chriſtendom 
hath don, and altogeather agreeable to our Profeflion. - | 
Where * he dereFieth all Rites, Signes, and Traditions brought | 
mto the Church without or againit the wordof God . Promiſing * Confeft 
and ſwearing bythe great Name of our Lord to continue in the 0- Shang 
bearence of the doEirme and diſcipline of the Church (that is in AnnQ1z80; 
Scotland) and ſhall defend the ſame according to his vocation = 
and power all the dyes of his life. Which allo of late againe | 
he hath in cffe& renued and confirmed : and that even | 
then when there was doubt how his future ſubiects in En- | 
gland would entertaine his comming. Thus lately wrt- | 
teth our worthy & gracious King admonithing his Sonne 
% the noble Prince © The dvtrine and diſcipline preſerve im pu- "Hy 

ritie according to Gods word. T T he whole Scripture is ated by pag. 43, 

Gods Spirit, thereby,as by his lively word to initrutt and rule the | ©*8 7: 

whole Church «Militant to the end of the world. * The firſt part *Pag. 6, 

of mans ſervice to his God which is Religion, that is the worſhip 
of God according tohus revealed will, it is wholy grounded vpon 

the Scripture. © Frame all your affections to follow preciſely * wi . | 
rule there fet downe. *By S's perſtition 1 meane when one reſtraints « RR | 
| himſclfe to any other rule in the ſervice of God then is warranted | 
by the word the only truc ſquare of Gods ſervice. The forme c- | 
ſtabliſhed in Scotland is © the only true forme of Gods wor- *To the 
ſhip. Which we.vnderſtand as ſpoken in this reſpe& that ***** } 
they proteſle to renounceall humane Traditions therein. | 
Forthcſe thinges have thoſe evill Beaſtes malicioully re- 
proched his Maieſtic, as if this were worthy of no better 
name then a Puritan opinion. Indeed for this only opint- 
on thus they have,and do ſtill revile vs . But we commit 
the iudgement heereof to the Lord. Wherefore final- 
lie let vs obſerve heere (in regard of the premiſles) that 
godly, wile,and neceſlaric counſell of yy Mariyr,a __ 

2 


_- 
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&p. Martzr Of worthy memory. Saith he, * Coyſulo preterea vt Diſcs 
pee 3%. ' plinam quanto ocyus fieri poterit in veitras Eccleſias omnino 11. 
_ * webhatis,@c. 1 counſaill you moreover that as ſoone as poſcible 
may be, you bring in tbe Diſcipline wholy into your Churches. For 

if ut be not receaved at thebegiunine when men are whot in love 
= with the Goſpell, it will not be eaſily lett.in afterward when ſors 
> / coldnes ſhall creepein, as vſually it commeth to paſſe. And how 
England wainely men labour without it, very many Chnrches may be an 
elerived example onto you : which from the foundations of their refloring 
when they would n6t vndergo ſo healthfull a yoke, they could ne- 
wer afier in their life and maners be brought into order by any 
rule, Whence it is (with grief T ſpeake it) that all thinges almoit 
have little firmenes and do threaten ruine oz every ſide . There- 
fore it 15 agrievous dammage, and a certayne deſtruction of the 
Churches, if the ſinew of diſcipline be wanting vnto th:m , Net- 
ther may they be ſaid truly and ſoundly to have and profeſſe the 
Goſpell which either want the Diſcipline, or deſpiſe 1t, or have ns 
FM of it. Surely ſeeing it is delivered vs with ſo great diligent 
in the Goſpells and Apoſtles Epiſtles, we muſt confeſſe it ts be not 
the leaſt part of Chriftian Religion , Whereby it commeth to paſſe 
chat the Goſpell ſeemeth to be neglefied by them, who do put away 


fromthe ſo excellent a part thereof: &c. Thus ſay thele lear- 
ned men. 


_ Howbeityetour Adverſaries do & will accuſe vs that 
weareSchiſmatikes and Seattions in refuſing the Dioceſan 
Biſhops authoritie and rule Eccleſiaſticall, which is pu- 
blikely receaved, 
But we anſwer; It isno ſedition nor diſloyaltie atall,jt is 
no mil behaviour againſt the King, dutifully to endevour 
that thoſe partes of Chriſtes Goſpell, which yet are wan- 


ting, ſhould be entertayned among vs; that Chriſtes true 
Vilible Churches ſhould be acknowledged and regarded 


- 
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as by Gods word they ought ro be, & that in the Chrilts 
owne ſpirituall ordinances (and none other) ſhould be e- 
'{tabliſhed. Nay, it were difloyaltic againſt the King and 
his eſtate to. endevour otherwiſe. Againe touching 
Schiſme, 1,We athrme(wich the Canoniſtes) Now ſeparatro 
ſed caſa facit Schiſmaticum : Not ſeparation, but the cauſe ma- 
keth 4Sthiſmatike. Whetcfore ic behoyeth all wiſe men to 
ſee where the cauſe is. 2. Then we affirme & proove that 
our adverſaries themſelves do cauſe or make the Schiſme, 
which in decd is amongſt vs. For the Apoſtle fatth, They 
make Schiſmes who teach [any thing Eccleſiaſticall ] *be- 
ſae the doctrine which the Apoſtles lett vs, & they ought 
to beavoyded. Now our Adverlaries do teach and vrge 
l their forenoted Traditions moſt evidently beſides the 
Apottc doctrine and ordinances. Yea verily contrary vn- 
to them.,as betore we have ſhewed. Whereby it is mani- 
feſt who are in deed the Schilmaticks, and to be retuſcd. 
To which purpoſe allo Cyprian witnefleth, ſaying : © Non 
Eccleſie innaitur qui ab Evanectio ſeparatur * He that differeth 
from the Goſpell joyneth not to the Church : but ſchiſmeath from 
i. And _Anenitim,T Virum Schiſmatici nos ſumus an V0s, nec 
eco nectu ſed Chriftus interrogetur, vt inaicet Eccl:ſiam ſuam. 
Leee ereo Foanzclium & rcſpondet tibi,ec. Whether we or you 
be Schiſratickes aske not me,nor your ſelves,but aske Chri#t that 
he may ſhew his owne Church. Read the Goſpell therefore and it 
anſwereth thee, rc. Againe, * 1bj queramns E ccleſiam, thi dt 
ſeutiamns cauſam noitram. Nolo humanis documentis fed divi- 
nis oraculis ſantlam Eccleſiam demonſtrari. © Eccleſians ſine 
ollt ambiruitate ſanta ſcriptura demonſirat. There [1nthe 
New Teitament]et vs ſeeke the Church: T here ct vs examine 
our cauſe. 1 cannot abid: that the. holy Church ſhould be ſhewed 
by mens doctrines,but by the Divine Oracles.T be holy $ a_"_ 
6 L 3 
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+ ®Chryſolt. do demonfirat the Church without any doubt. * Eccleſia cogne- 
pndefeck  ſerturtantummod0 per Scripturas. Onely by the Scriptures 15 ihe 
E 4. Church knowen. And another ſaith : T Manifeits / nmr 
 eanfcl.id. 4 Fide, & Superbie crimen ant reprobare quid ex ys que [011/14 
, ſunt, aut aliquid ſuperinducere ex non ſcriptis . It is a manifest 
. falling away-from the faith,c a ſine of pride erther to refuſe any 
thing of that which is written, or to bring in any thing beſides 
* Cypr.epi. that which is written. Againe Cyprian (auth, * No ether thing 
_ 3. ovghttobedon of vs then that which our Lord for vs hath dou 
-SEpiſt.1,7 before vs. © Whoſoever gathereth from any other ground, he 
A ſcattereth. It is adulteroms, it ts improus jt is ſacrilegious what ſoe- 
I . ver it be, which mad men do inſ{ttute wvwlating thercby the Di- 
j\4Pomp. 1incordinance. Andagaine, f Ynde eſt iff1T raditio? Wherce 
commeth this Tradion,(\peaking namely of an outward Ec- 
cleſ1aſticall cuſtom) Whether is it from the Lords authoritte mn 
the Goſpells,or from the Apoſiles preceptes and Epiſtles : Where 
his meaning in briet is,that every ſuch ( that is Eccleſiaſti- 
call)Vnyritten Tradition wharſocver,ought to be veterly 
reiected. | 
Thele Reaſons I had, Chriſtian Reader, which long 
{inceper{waded me in this cauſe. Wherfore I was moved 
in conſcience to communicate them to Gods people nov 
inthis ſeaſonable and neceſſary time. Conſidering that 
theſe things are farre from matters indifferent or arbitra- 
rie, butare indeed very greatly importing the common 
_ ſalvation, Beſides we have ben often & vehemently pro. 
voked thereynto. And the preſent opportunitie cxacteth 
itatour handes,asall mendo vnderſtand. To God only 


wile be praiſe through Ieſus Chriſt for ever, Rew.16.27. 
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AN EXHORTATION. 


To all the godly,learned,and Faithfull 


Paſtors of the ſeverall Churches in England, 


Hzexxy Ilacos Miniſterof Gods word, wi- 
ſheth grace and peace to be multiphed in 


CurisrlItsSvsS. 


SNE RerTHRzE N,Mmy hearts deſire & pra er 
Se Ef to God tor the People of England is 
=y EmSS=S thatthey may be ſaved. And this you 
=== EY know well,cannot be attained ordina- 
LEI. rily with comfortable & firme aſſurance 

=2 [Gods Promiſcs vnto vs, but by the 

due exccutio of the whole & entire Paſtorall oftice find 
ficd and ſet by Chriſt himſelt in his Churches to this pur- 
poſe, For which cauſe I have ben ſpecially at this time 
moved with inward compaſſion towards our whole Na- 
tion; wherein through Gods mercitull goodnes the Go- 
ſpell hath ben famouſly protefled now thele 50. yeares al- 
moſt wholy togeather . And yet notwithſtanding never 
all this while have any of you (the Paſtors of our Chur- 
ches) executed your wholeand intire tunftion towardes 
your flockes, Being by all meanes forbidden and forcibly 
kept from one naturall part thereof, and moſt effetuall, 
which Chrilt in his word preſcribeth & hath Jett for you 
and for all true Paſtors to performe. Namely the holy 
Governement and ſpiritual Diſcipline; as by the 2. 4. & 7. 
Reaſons in the firſt Afertion $724 hath appeared. 
Whence manifeſtly it is com to paſſe, that 3.vnſpeakeadle 
evills do raigne among vs. Firſt a gencrall impeachment 
& wracke of the ſoulcs hcalth of the People every where 
through- 


throughoutthe Land, by wanting this Ordinarie meanes 
appointed of God forſalyation to every man. Secondly, 


' an iniurious ſpoyling of all you (beloved Brethren) the 


trueand proper Paſtors in England of a principall part of 
your holy function and ſpirituall right. Third: no ſmall 
diminution of the honour of Chriſt and of his heavenly 
word. Touching the firſt I donotſay(as ſom ſeeme to do) 


 thatſimply there isnofalvationin our Chrches, nor true 


Chriſtianitie at all. But this I ſay, indeed Chrilt graciou(- 


ly and apparantly doth impart ſalvation to many among 


ys; Howbcit that cometh not by our intoying the whole 
ordinaric meanes aſſigned of God for vs, which we haue 
not: but (as it were) by the one halfe thereof only, that is 
by the Preaching and Sacraments, which Dy his ſpecial 
mercy we haue and doinioy. In which cale whoſoever 
preſumeth of Gods loue, and aſſureth himlclte of blefſed- 
nes with, quiet contentment without longing for and 
ſecking further to walke in the perfe& way, now that it is 
diſcovered, peradventure he may deceauc himſclfe. Cer- 
tainly many thouſands among vs do thus very common- 
ly make ſhipwrack. The rather {eeing even that alſo which 
we haueſound in our Land, is mixed and mingled with 
many other inventions and Traditions of Gen And thole 
(though they ſay they are indifferent things, yetthey) are 
not indifferently vicd, but neceſſarily vrged by authoritie 
& impoſed vponvs. Which ſurely are to none any helpes 
ynto lite: but vnto many (if not to all) are dangerous 
ſnares vnto death, And this isall the good that comes by 
them. Theſecond evillis the iniurious ſpoyhng of all the 
truce Paſtors in England of their moſt precious right, the 


| Crowne of their Miniſtery, the {pirituall governing and 


erdcring of their wne flocks for whole ſoulcs ey ond 


und 


3: 
Bound to anfwer before God. O my B whatare 
all your worldly benefites beſides to this loſſe * Whatare 
your dignities to this indignitie £ Orelſe are you not the 
menyouare taken to bee * Are you not rightly and truly 
Paſtors to your ſeverall lockes? Are you thEDiocelan Bi- 
"eps Curates, and Subſtitutes only © Have you not pro- 
perly the charge of ſoules, and ſhall you anſwer to God 
nothing for the (traying & leeſing of your ſheepe 7 It you 
thinke lo, let the world vnderſtand is matter. If other- 
wile, looke to your charge, fulfill your miniſtery which 
you have receaved of the Lord. Or els conſider how you 
can bein ſuch an office, and yet not do the office; not in- 
tend to do it. The things which God hath conioyned, 
who may ſeparate ? The Lord for the ſaving of his chil- 
dren necdeth no mans finne, which you heere commitin 
thus violating his Ordinance. Yea he will ſave his by his 
owne meanes, and notas ve thinke he will . Heaven and 
Earth may periſh, but one Tot or title of his ſpirituall Or- 
dinances may not periſh,nor be changed by men. Itis not 
mn men therfore nor-Angels to diſpenſe with you hecrein, 
nor to diſcharge you of a part of yourholy oftice. Much 
lefle may lay Chancelors or ſtrange Paſtors take into their 
hands the ſpirituall cenſures (which belong vnto you) 
both over your flockes and over your {elves alſo. THe It; 
but not the leaſt evill is, the maneteſt diminutio of Chriſts 
honour amongſt vs thereby. For whatſoever ſufficiency 
is yeelded vnto men to inſtitute and command theſe Ec- 
cleſiaſticall ordinances, that is vniuſtly detrated from the 
properand ſole perſon of Chriſt,and from his Word,as in 
the 1. 8:8. Reaſons before weſhewed. Theſe things then 
are farr from indifferent matters or ſmall trifles in the 
Chutrches,as ſom fond men ſuggeſt,and go reitcrat. mou 
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* doſceinthis Treatiſe (I hope)how direQly contrary they 
are to Gods word, how preiudiciall and diſhonorable ta 
yourholy calling, & likewiſe how pernicious to the ſoules 
' ofallthe Chriſtians in the Land. Which allo very expe- 
rienceſheweth vs too much. For how do Libertines and 
Atheiſts grow by this meanes* How doth Poperic and 
other Herefies ſpread abroad & gett footing by it? There 
is no other ſuch reaſon truly to be given of theſe evills, as 
this., even becauſe the Churches are deprived among vs 
(contrary to Chriſts ordinance) of their poiver to correct 
andredrefſe the ſame. And, becauſe cvery man wanteth 
this heavenly defenſeand prelervatiue appointed for vs of 
God; without which howſhould they be preſerved? Yea 
ir may berruly ſaid, that they all do want one part of their 
ordinary appointed and ſanctified food to eternall life, 8 
thatthey all do want the vie of one of the Keyes which do 
open the Kingdom of heaven ordinarily, as before hath 
ben ſhewed. Why do you not therefore,bretheren,chict- 
ly now atthis time, ſecke ynto God by prayer and to our 
moſt wiſe and noble King, by humble andearneſt ſuit, 
both for your owne, for your peoples, yea for Chriſts duc 
right? Our Soveraigne 1s a gracious Chriſtian Prince: 
He(as we dayly ſee) righteth every mans teporall wrongs 
who'do comevnto him. Much more will he(being duti- 
fully and diligently ſought vnto)give you & your Floclh; 
(every of which is Chrifts proper vitible Church ) the 
fo manifeſt and ſo neceſſarie ſpirituall TIS appertayning 


vnto them.,& concerning ſoneerely all their ſoules health. 


And for Chriſts honor who wilbe more forward then he, 
who hath don many things moſt vertuouſly, moſtreligi- 
ouſly already heerctofore. For the better procurement 
whereof now,and for the caſter perſwading of you & all 
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men duely to ſecke this bleſſing, I haue taken alittle patnes 
in thc collecting of theſe Afﬀſertions and Reaſons before 
going. * Hoping that eyen our Adverſaries heerein, who 
haue conſcicnces tearing God,and frameable by his word 
wiſhing ſincerely the right ſtate of Chriſts Viſible Chur- 


ches in England, will accord with vs,and not preterr their 


owne temporall reſpe&tes betore Gods true glory,yeaand 


their owne principall good. It any (as I teare to many)will 
reliſt and pretend reaſon, and Religion, and care 2 the 
State,8&c. ThemlT delire to be as willing, as weare, Chri- 
ſtianly to diſcuſſe theſe queſtions . Wherein humbly we 
defire that the King him ſelte would tudge; who is wile as 
an Angell of God, to vnderſtand & determine this whole 
cauſe by the tryall and evidence of Gods written word. 
Which is afid muſt beamong Chriſtians the end of all re- 
ligious controverſies. Wherefore now Brethren, I com- 
mend you to Godand to the word of his grace, which is 
able to build vs further,8& to give vs an inheritance among 
mem thatare ſandtified. 


Your Brother in the Lord 
HENRY IACOB. 


1 am the way,the trueth,and the life. lohn 14.6, 
I willnot grve my elory to another. Iſa.42. F. | 


T bey teach things which they oneht not for filthy lucres 
ſake. Tit.1.17, 
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